
BMW WR 750 - the first suoercharqed
works racino motorcvcle from BMW

\JJ

f , r  , ,  , r  , r1 i1)r)  1 I  i  f .  , lnr  I  l l l ! lu/  '  ln i r r t r -

l t r r , l , , ,  ! , ih,r l  , ,v1 l l  iL l l l ) l ) l l ( l  L , , i , , , l r r r l1 r

,1 l l  [1 . .  ] l  (1,1,  I  l , ' l  .1 K ,  ( l  i  r l  . l l r  L yn r l  lLr  . i  r r t  , , r

! " r l  . ,  i  I  r r r . r i l  r  r l .  l  I  l l ) l r1r [ , ] r . ,  lLr l r l r .  . , l l )

, ! , ' l l l ly /  4r  , l r .  LL, ,  ,  L Lr f l !  I  r , ! r  I r l ) , ! , ,  , lL,r  \ , I  ' i , .
' ,1,  [  1 l ! ,  l1])(1.  1!rr l l r i , ,  ! r l f i l , !1r l  i  r r l r l , '

l r ' r  l l , lnnJ r '  t r  
' , r l r l

, rL r !  ,  i i r  l t  i r  1,1rrr  r t /  L|  I  I  r  r , r  t r  1 ! r  l ,  !

F .11.1 ' r [1,1] .

, , , r f , l ' )  r l r .  r , r  f l l ! , r l l r1,r  f r  r  r ! l  f r f l r l , ,  r  , i  :

,  \L r !  r l  , ,  r ,  , r i  l l r .  r )  r l  .1 Llr  ! r  I  L \  r t  t r  [Tr t '  , '  \ j /  ] ,  , l

. , r i ,  ln,L Llrrr lLr l l r '  , r  i l  l r r , ,  r i

l . / r . r ,  Lr l , , , j  i  t r r l , r r i ,1r ,  r i t r rLn, l  , ! , .11, , ,11

l l , r ,  ! , ,  l lLr l , , I  1; , l r  L l r ,  , , r  , ,  r ) l

l l  i  n , i r ,  ,  , , ,  1t1 , l l ,  , l

: i r  r . , tn I  t r  f r , \  t r .  r r |1) : , r , . ,  , r . , , ' ( ] ,  r i r  I l

, , , , l , , f , l  l , [ i ] l ) l l l  , r .  l l  , ,  l  r  ' . l i l  l r l i l  r ,  , l r r i  f ,  I

'-; 
;--"'f,v:;: 

'

t'..- f- tt:- '



oM BIMW motorcyc e dealership had set his s ghls on theabsolure
M d speed record and believed lhat the on yway he wolld achieve
his goa was with a supercharged eng ne So work conlinued after

Schlercheasdeparture and i. 1928 the project a so received the ap-
povalolMax Fri2 WR 500 andWR T50werethe semi-oilicial desig-
nations lhe two leners stand ng tor "Werks-Rennmaschine" (works

6ce4a.d lhe figures denot ng fespect ve engine s 2e.

BMW unveiled rhe brand n€w machines ah-aad ol lhe 1929

season. Each had a modifiedlrame, new front and rear brakes and a

supercharged engine al its heart. Expectat ons for the season were

high - ailer a this was the most expensive deveopment ever to

come oul of the motorcycl€ racing depanment Bul lhe season was

oneoi ups and downs Hans Soenius and Josel Stelzer took the

German Championship titles n the 500 cc and 750 cc c ass and
m6deenormous prog.ess in catchr.9 the i.lernationa compelit on,

butthe super or Brit sh nders always managed lo keep thetr nose rn

f.ont when I rea ly maltered.

Pfooithat the team was workng along the right ines with su-
percharqef technology came with E.nst Jakob Henne s frst wond
rccord set  In Seplember 1929 HrsspeedoI216.75km/hbeatthe

previols best mark set by the Eng shman H€rben Le Vack by al-
most l0 k ometres per houi The 1930 season also gol ofl lo a
prom si.g slarl, with Kar Stegmafn nolchlng !plwowins at Ei€n-
riede ard in th-" Hunsarian Grand Pr x. Then falelook al.agic tw st
Slesmann, a B[,4W wo srdersince1929,wasfatal ly in jured n
practce for a hill-climb competiton in Czechoslovakia. And when
Kar Gall, thesecondworks rider was involved n two seriols crash-
es n Romeand atthe Nnrburgri.g, AMWa.nolnced its ret rement
from oft cial compet tion.

In 1931 Schlecher moved back lo BMW aut as head oi  the
test departmenl he was row also the man respons be for car de-



vc opmcnt, so i!.ther prollress o. the supercharqed compelit on

mach nes was In lra yvery sow O.e key problem was lhe relaltue

weqht o,  the dr ve syslem as a whole Ths. combned wi lh an a-

ready aqnrq chass s des ! f  meantothermoreagr lcmodeshad

lhe.onrpet trveedqe olef gMW N4oreover .s soon rsefforlswere

made to boosl  outpl t . lhe en! neers mmed r l . ly  camc !  p aglnst

lhe problem of e. !  ne re ab' l ' ty  As.  rcsul l  rhc molorcyces were

raced o. y sporad'ca y dur f! th s p.r od. c.vng lhc trx{rflt oid

race scene .r lery1o BNlw scompcl tors

Th.nks lo Hcnn. s wo.ld (xxrds dfd !rrow.q slccess n oll

ro.d evcnis BMW wrs fev{xtlr€less .ble to .n se rts sport ng pro

fr l { r  Ak{ry(n.  n th is respe. l  w.s. ls.  p layed bythe prvatednve.s

who w th trr{rk f! from tlre BMW rrce depart'ne.l nnd re y ng on

rrktr . l ly . rsp rr i { r i  { rn.r t r res cof t r . !e. l toqar.er racevclor es and
(JHnp(rrs l r  p l  t lesrtnrt  o. ;  L rcu leve.ts BMWwasnlsoabclo
(rr loy t l rc sweet s.e. l  ofv 'c lory o.e ast lme when Jos.f  stcTcr

took lhe 1933 Cerma. Gra.d P.r  on the Avls l r .ck.  i  nrshtrrg ov{x

three rn n!les nhe.d ol h's 
're.rcst 

rv. wllr . r.w (nn:ir r(rio(l
(lljlj 5 knnh) Hcfnc .ch cvcd .r .!.r.gc spix{l or th{r sfo,e c r

c! ' t  or204 knth d! '  f !1.  dcnrorslr . t  or  r  dcwrh l r : ; ! !orr(1 uro'{ ]

brcnkrng mach.e r  feat  that  prov'ded.mplc proot ol  t l re pote. l3r

of supercharqer tech.olo!y.

Bl l  these were to be lhe two ast  rea ol t . ! ls  lor  th s e. ! .e.

snce ! .der Schle cher 's !u d.nce, deve opme.i  o l  a few vJorks

rac .q mach fe was n rc.dy wcll ldvanced From fow of lhe WR

500 a.d WR 750 motorcyc cs s{xve{l pre.lom na.l t as lest verr'

cles ior e(pos fg new .lcvclopm{rls sucli as the te escop c fork to

the r !o!rs ol  ncecond l rons.

l .  1935 BMW co! d i  f r l ly  lnve' l  ts.ewvert 'ca shar l  nork5

rac n9 molorcycc, lhe 255 Sldde. ly ' twas clc.rwhy. io r ln.efror l

had bc.f nv{:sted I deve op.q the pushrod comDr cssor motdcy

ccsiLnrher S.h e 'cher a.d l ls  le.m h. . l  l .kqr .  adcalstepaid

dcs gnql  a {rodipletely.ew rnolorcycc Toqcl  ths.  BMWrina tal

cf .  f .wy{r f t  o l t i rodr nr ler .a l 'of . l  road comp.r i  I  or  nod rv-osler

ts (rsolr{res nr tli s .ew deve opnr.nl alr I Dr)vdi lo be a sou{l

dr s of ior . lhe ye.rs to conrc BMW wolkl cnv{r ls way 10 the

verylop of  n lernat of . lmotorcyckr r f i r  rq

l s i s!ccess slorywh(lr lo r l,trq{r extc.l w.s lru' I of ctp.

r  e.ces !nd s '9hls bolh t )o: i  tv{r ,nnl .eqr l  vo ! l . r rcdlronrhe
I rst . lefer. l  or  o l  s lDcrcl  r  l r r l  nxnorLyclcs.  I
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"You start with an lsetta and end up with a Rolls-Royce" - JLirgen Schwarz mann
on rebuilding the wR 750

8f,41,1!iLifb.r,.n l.r Molorcycres
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I'd been €cing BMW mode s trcm lhe 1920s and 30s ror a
nlmberofyearc. Then one day I had the idea wilh a couple of
f r iends,Al fonsZwckandErichF.ertorebui ldasupercharyed
engineand fit ir ro a sefies chassis -although itwasn tolr in-
tenton atthe timeto reblild a com pleie moiorcycle.

! t , l  ; l  I i l

Allholgh you siill come across examples of vertical shafl
assemblies, even ones n working condilion, thefe are no
.ecofds of any compete let alone funclional- fo.erunne.
engines. so although thal made rhe prcjectvery challenging
talso gave t more appeal.
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Virlually all design do€umentaton for the motorcycles has
been lost.To begin with we had onlya handfulorpads. BMW
he ped us with phoroslrom the archive and allowed us to lake
measurements from a supercha€ed unit. we also had ihe
orginaldlaw ngs by Sepp Hopi, who was the mechanic at the
time, andwere abletotalk d.ectly tothe motorcycle's design'
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We sta ed searching seiously for pa s back in the ear
ly 1990s and followed up every lead - even those that took
us as far afeld as easiem Eurcpe. CBduallywe wefe able to
gel hold of bits and pieces, bui t was when we met an ltal-
ian who owned many oiginal parls lhat we realy slarted to
make progress. When we put everything toqetherwe a most
had a complete machine - and replicas could be made iorthe
rest. In tolal ii took us aboul 10 y€ars, although there were
periods when no prosress was made tor v/eeks on end and
others when lseemed to be spendinq allmy ffee time in ihe

lair ,Lrur i r iL l , r r r , . r !  l  l | " 'L '1,  
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No, we managed to €produce everyihing aulhenticallyso thai
any oiq nal parts we got our hands on latercould be fitled to

our motorcycle w thout any problem, But I wasn t just a case
of making things fit - we also remained lrue to the original In
rerms of'nateralsand build quality. When you've pu sornuch
effol dnd money inlo a projecr h\e rh's, yoJ gNe uo worrying
abolt the timefactoiYou don'tthink twice about manulactur
ng a special th.ead instead of making do wlth standard bolt
skes. Pedectonism issomething lhatgrows onyou:you stan
wilhan lsettaandend upwith a Rorls'Royce.
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Yes, alrhough we actually llmited boosl pressure lo 0.4 bar,
rolghly half ol whal was normallo.6ces in the 1930s. Ernsl
l-lenne Lrsed as much as 2 bar fof hls fecod-breaking rides,
generating almost 95 hp. Bll fs not ourintenlion to puto!r
motorcycle under thar kind ofslrcss, we want lo be riding it
loi a few mofe years yet - after all, we?e no longer chas n9
recofds or Geman Championship tit es. I
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