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steel models n 1930iherewercnowonly750cc Boxe6!
since production ofthe 500cc models had been discon-
tinued in 1929. In order to close this gap it was decided
to develop a 400 cc snsle-cylinder ensinewhich could
befitted to the R 2 chassis, Sincethis development ran
largely in pamllel to the 200 cc machine and borcwed
the chassis a most without mod ficaton, producrion of
ihe BMW R 4 could begin at the Munich planr as ear yas

Publiciiy material n the company's 1932 b.ochure
hailed the R 4 as "The German motorcyc e rof German
roads." The specitic reference to Germany pointed to
laxatron regulalions in lorce in lhe countfy which the
R 4 with ils 399 cc erploited to the tu L The brochu.e
also nfofmed rhe cusromer: "Output s close tothat ola
500 cc machine, whi le f le lconsumpton €mainswith-
in theparamete.s ofa 350 cc machine.In everyrespect
lhe pedofmance fulfils everylhing one would expect
from a spods motorcyclewith considerable rcseNes of

The bald technical data demonstrared rhat lhese
werc no empty p.omises, lts 12 hp outpll was ident cal
to rhal ofthe B{vw R 52, the latest 500 cc rourer And at
1,250 reichsmarks the R 4 was pric€d somewherc be-
tween the R 2 and the R 52, which bylheend ot lls pro-
duction boasred a list price ot 1,450 reichsmarks. With
that,lhe R 4 proved tselllo beth€ idea complementto
the B[,4W lange especia ly since the 750 cc BIUW R 1 1 ,
wlh ' ts '8 hoand p (elagol1 750'e 'chsmarks,  wdsin
a leasue or its own. D€mand was conespondinqly high,
the 1,100 of so units built in ihe f rst year representing
approximate yone quarter of tolal produclion.

Like r ls sster rodelrhe BVW R 2, t le R 4 unoer-
went continlols mprovements an adiustable friciion
dampe., 4-speed transmission, a largeFcapacily tank
and outpll ncreased lo 1 4 hp were the most important
modificationsoverthe nerl fewyears. Howeve( such im-
provements were nor retlecred in the price- on the con-
l€ry, trom 1933 until prcduction ceased in 1937, lhe
price ol the R 4 was clr to 1,150 rcichsma&s.

In 1934 the R 4 entoyed a sharp rise in sales,lhe
figure of 3,700 more than doubling pieviols resllis
and placinq the moto.cycle wellahead of the entry-lev-
el model, th€ R 2. The rcason lo. this was in pari due

to rising demand lrom the German miliiary, which trom
sping orthat year saw lhe R 4 as an ideal motorcycle to.
training purposes and from the second half ol the year
ordered large numbe6 also ror couierwolk. But n ad-
di t ion, lhe R 4 had shown i tsel f to be a hqhlycapabe
offioad machine. with afulltank, the 8l/w R 4 weighed
just 137 k9 and lh s factor n combination with its pok-
erfulengine and robust chassis made the R 4 manoeu-
vrable and slrefooted, whelheroverdillculttera n oron

The BMWwoAsteam staifing Ernsl Jakob Henno,
lhe three-limes win-e' oflhe Interral'ond Srr DaysTl.
al, picked up medalaftef medalriding the R 4 at.ation.
alevents such as theThree Days Han T aland showed
lhatunderce.lain circumstancesthe R 4 was al leastlh€
equal of lhe heavy Boxer models, il nottheirsupe oi But
lhe R 4 also had a special pace in the heart ol another
aMW motorcycle rac ng leqend.In the late 1930s Georg
i,leierwas Eurcpe'soutsland ng rcad €cer,winning both
lhe Eurcpean Championshiptitleand theSeniorTT. M€r
er began his ca€erin 1933 on the Brvlw R4,tormirqlhe
Mun ch Policeteam along wilh his colleagues Josef For-
slerand Fiilz Linhardt. Thanks to theirofiroad success-
es.iding the B[,lW R 4lheysoon became betlerknown
as the Gusse se.nen - "men ot non".

In lhose days, mo'e so den lhdn loday, there nas
t.uth in lhe adagerWin on Suiday - sell on Monday.ln
other words, sportlng slccess made for bener sales.In
1934 - w th a new4-speed lGnsmission and beefier l4
hp €ngine - Blvlw stopped sellinq lhe model!nde.ils
real model designation. Instead the brcchu€ hailedrh€
arrival ol "... a new model developed from lhe R 4,lhe
machine lhat had itselt proved so successiul over nr
merous reliabilty trials". The brochure weni on: "The
Bt\,lW Geldndespo.t is an €xtremely manoeuv6bLe and
powedul machine, equaly suited to th€ daily qdnd of
solo use as to the demands oltough offjoading."

Wth that, BMW had designed the pedecl symbo-
sis lor road and oltroad use,just as lheywould doiivo
decades raterwith ihe R 80 G/s. and rhese rwo moders
have one olher lhing in common - forjust like lhe Bl\4W
R 80 G/S, the R 4 was arso a great commercial success,
exceeding all expeclalions with more than 15,000 er-
amples sold. !
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BMW R4
400 ccm,,Gelcindesport"
setzt die im Johre 1934 errungenen Erfolge in
den schwerslen Zuverldssigkeitsfohrten und
Geldndepr0fungen ouch 1935 fort und beweist
domit oufs neue ihre

unbedingh Iuverlassigkeit und ubenagerlde Lsislrrng
Kroftfohrzeug -WinterprUf ung 1935 :
[inzige brwerleleSolo lr|olormdmannsrhafl" 8It|W fl 4
OstpreuRenfohrt 1935,
2 0oldmedailhn ,8|||t lR4

,, Bt'lWR4
3 Toge Mif ielgebirgsfohrt 1935,

26 lt|edaillett, 5 ltlattnschattspreise
Wo! kd^nt6 mehr Jbe,zcugen, o13 ein€ totd
ununt€rbrochen6 und i ib6troqond. Er 'o la! .
r . r ie,  d i€ ni t  5s ' iqnmorchinon 6rzi . t rwu,d;?
w6nn Se.ie.moichi.e6 30 edtwe,e Morsriot.
pr t i fung.n mit  de.orr igor Ubert69enheir  bo.
! r .h.n.  donn bieto.3ic ouctr  in ldol i .hen G..
brou.h f0r  Beruf  und Roi30 Ge*dhi t r  h6ch,ro
Dou^o, l6 i ' run9,unb€d'n9t6Zuv. ' t6$i9ke,r  und
grortro Leben3douer Di€ SooBohke'r  d.r
BMW R4 im Eerr ieb$lof lver6rcucl  ! id ih 'e
We,rberd.d,9t€,r  inf  oro.  der v ietb.wundc.-
ten Gi i16 de3 Mor.r io l ,  Eo.hr r i .  zur
wi.rr .hofr l i<hen c.b. .u<hrmor.hin6
von unbodingr.r  z u vo. la i . t ig k. i r t
wdhlen Si6 ol3o die .rp,obre /tOO c.m sMw
R 4, w6nn Si€ ein Motorod zu belitzoi wii..
sdren, doi  lhnqn imhor ein rreve,.  d i .n3tbe-
16i ter  H6l t . '  re in 3ol l -


