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40 YEARS OF BMW'S /5 SERIES

FREEDOM AND

RIDING PLEASURE

By Fred Jakob Pholos B

The launch of the /5 Series in 1969 marked a milestone in BMW's motor:
cycle history, not only because it was the first generation to be completely
manufactured in the Berlin-Spandau BMW Plant, but also because it was
the first motoreycle in fourteen years to feature a completely new design
and censtruction. Moreover, it represented the rediscovery of the motorcy-
cle in the Seventies like no other BMW model line.




FI-:-|1| the middie of the 1950s, the market gave
sharl time

the motoreycie a hard timea, Only @
and, it had been celebrated as the syrmbal ol in
dividual maobiity and the econcmic boom in the
19508, the so-called “"Economic Miracle™, and
riowy it found itsedl in the grubly comer with poor
people's vehicles, All over Europe, the number
o ey rations was skumping, and by the end of
1960 numerous popular brands had complete-

v disappearad from the market allogether, BMW

i

atfected by this siump as well, but was at
[east able 1o prevent a complete stop of its mo-
torcycle production, thanks to a relatively high
demand n America and a stable business with

publc authonties,

E-;I--r'u then, BMW remained tree 1o 1S markel

ey and continued to manufacture “quali-

by-on two wheels®, The production of simple and

cmall models, or even mopeds o sutocycles, was

of the question. The BAMW entry-lavel models

with 250 co one-cylinder engines were Cassiied
as uppet-middie-class on the market Both the
top of the range modal BAMW R 68, featunng GO0

cerment and an outpuat of 33 hp, and ils

ce s
uecessors, B 69 and R 695, boasted road per
formances onby very few sporis cars could achieve
back then, Even then, BMW did ot offer thei
clustomers simpla and econarmic means of trans
poration, but rather dynamic driving machines on
oo wheebs, Yot these molorcycles sulfered one
drawback: their price lags equalied those of many
emall cars — and m the times of the "Economic
WMiracle" a car, ng matter how small or oda 11 was,

pmbodied many people's dearest wisn

In the 19605, production figures were still at rock
pottom, There was not encugh maney for new
developments, and the oul-of-date models hard=
Iy attracted ary nes customers, The middie of the'
decade fnally saw a light at the end-of fhe s
nel, Cverseas, especially in the USA, the interpnss
lation of the role of the motoreyele had changed
and promaoted it froms a means of transpertation o

a poputar spor and lesure equEpment

wr-e.--' BW started to develop @ complete-
Iy new motocycle seres in the micddle of the
1960s, the engineers ralied on this glimmer of
hopa., They customized the new models ac-
cording 1o the new demands, even though this
meant that they had to give up many a dearly:
hedd habit, For example, sidecar compatibiity, &
ized almost eveny mod-

feature that had charachs
&l since 1923, was given up, 50 the new modets

were anly designed for one person. For the first
time the fenders were mede of synihatic mate-
al. Alsn, tha model range became more colourful

whoreas BMW motorcycles for prvate custom-

¢ been availlable in black,

ers had l'|l'"'l.-lr_'|||\|-' o
the 15 Serdes came in different colours, As well
as black and "cream white", already used for the

ble in sil-

R 695, the new models wera also el
ver, blue, red, green, and cury,

BMW offerad three er
thee-range model, the B 7515, featured 750 cc dis-

gine variants. The top-of-

ament and an output of 50 hp. The engmne

was built into a newly devaloped tubwlar dou-
ble cradle frame, Thie rear wheel was guided in a8
swing-arm, and the front wheel suspension fea-
fork, which replaced the pre-

tured a elescopic
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yvious leading link fork. Building on
i since

components tred and e
1923 — the boser engine, thi cardan
-haft drve, and the tubukar double
eradle frame - BMW had managed
o develop a8 moderm moloreycie 8]
meet the demands of the new bimes.,
The motorcycla no [enger Send -85
y means 1o get from A to B people
neww rode it for the sake of the nding
pleasure, [fwas wrtually rermentac as

sparts and [Esure equipment

F- dturing  the  actor Steve Mc

Queen, stripped to the waist, crusing
n the dures an his Husovarma 200,
the cover pane of “Sports llustrated

in August 1971 epitormized this re-
nterpratation. In the same year, M-
Queen made his appeaance, both

w5 protagonist and produces, in "0On

any Sunday”, 8 mowvie thal mary cine-

ma erthusiasts consider the best film

hie sporing et of he mo

v Ridier” symbefized the

freedom and the adventwes of the

e oeEnaration of moior

the =ound of "Borm (o be
Fonda and Dennis Hopper embodied

(2. 200950

the noncanformity of bikers n & warld

full of comentions and constaints,

Thu: new image propelled the mo-
torcycle market forwands enormoushy,
A1 e and of 1960, rumenos mdn-
ufacturers prought powerful models
with 750 cc displacement onto the
market, thus mesting the needsof 8

growing clientsls demanding miakd-
i perforrmance, After the launch
of the BMW R 755 and the Honda
CHB 750, motorcycles suddeanly at-
yacted many younger fans again,
Numerous celebrities, such as the
Bavaran Minister-President  Franz-
F Straud and the multi-millicnale
Gunther Sachs, had thairplciures ak-
an an BMW machires, thereby pro-
miating a naw scceptance of the mo-

tareycle in |ii_;| 1 SOk,

Wm;-n sales frgures rose  agen,
BMW benefitad from the boom. In
1970 the sales volume exesded the
amoutit of 10,000 units. for the first
tirme in fourtean years, WIth raugh-
Iy 30,000 vehicles scld, BMWW estab-
shed a new sales record in 1977,

» company’s commitment 16 1he

che wirned out to have been

15 Saries had beer
Lt at the mght th&
norminal performance |
motorbikes ke thetk
with an output of B7 |
R 7515 revealed it stren
paratve lests on ,lﬁ
ace track when it @G
lap timas thanks. to
unid chassis,

A look at the sales figun
that the /5 Serias was the fi






