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BJ\.o"8-o",  .D 'd,  - rp 
qolo BVW^u

I Tre cr s s, wh ch w:s app'oach .q ts peak at llrc

.fd ol lh-a 1950s, had sclcri calses Whe.BMW

be!a. ma. l lact l rnqcaG!!a.  a lL-"rW.r dWar L

rhe! had bel on thc wrofg hnr.e. Dlr nq llre posl

war re.onstr ! . ton pcr! l  !x!ry.ars such as th.

BMW 501 and the BMW 502 drd not atlract nrany

bryers.  The s!mp rn molor.y.e saes af tcr  1954

.!tqrav:ted BMWS s tlal o..l. 1957, tlr ngs wcnt

futher downhl whcf tlre U.S. AnnystopFed th. I

e.se p:ymenls for thc Alach Pant, wh ch th.y

had lsed as n r.pa r blse !.tl 1955 Thesc pay

menrs had hclpcd 1o comp-a.sate fo.somc oillie

.ompanys opcratn! .ss. BNIW was nbc to ni.

prove rrs fnanci ]  s l la lof  s oht lywththcptuauc-

t on ollhe scrtd troni I955 however th s wds .ol

-an.!gf Io reso vo Ine cr s.

V\then tlrc cris s reach,"d ts peak n 1959 t was
clear that thc conrpa.y wou d not bc abe to re
coverfrom the !.lort!.ale stlaton on rs o!v.. .
I 958. th. loLal lLtrfo!-"r s umped to I lst DNI I 70

ni lo.  compared 1o the DN4 195M ! . lhey ha. l

a.h eve.l lh,a prevols yeaf Durng th s per od l\r.

f f !e.1!  ( l -aman ndlstra sts.  Dr Ffedr.h F .k

afd D ll-.rbert Qlandt wcrc rl sc!s!.!l a tBke

oler oi Baver sclre Motocf Werke AC h! Damler

B-"nz AG. Both werc of llie SlteNsor! Board of

Lhe Snrttran based compottor Dam-q Benz and

Lhe QLra..ll Grolp lrad a cady.laled t. .!est n

BMW n l!155 They dccd.cllo e.lrlsl lh-a mp-c

r ie. l i r lo.ol thspantoDculscfr i :Ba.k wh.hhed

snares n oorn compan os

By ate autlmn 1959. they had devs-"d a p an for

boththelake ovcraf dlhe re.r!.. z:ton of BMW, a
p an theywero qo{r! lo prese.tt. the slrarehold. s

lor approla at thc Af.uir cener. tvleernq ca cd

lor9 De.ember 1959 The p an envr..oed reduonq

BMW'S share cap(! fro'n DM !0 mr on 1o LIM 15

m on whle ss! n! rr-w shlres $onh DM 50 ml

on. Dam$ 8.r7 was lo be the onlt one to slb

sc.b. for thc rew shar-.s, wh.h wou d mak ( a

malor AMW lllieh..ler Ths amolnt.d 10 a pii
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tE cxproprat onrr for cure.t slrareho ders. Th s

was llie trLm.ry casor v;hy aL protagorsL. .

vo!.d, as w-al as th. plb c. were erpcd!.ll!

.nd anro!.t awal n! thc e!-p.t. (lr ch rcp''a

sentcd th-a prelde for tlie thr lnq f qhr f.i Lhe

Bay$ sch-. Motor.n We'k-.

iom h s cL ents protest nlr aga Ntselng tlr. a'

comp..y to DatrrerB-anz. Ths !l.v,a Dr Frc

dfch M.thern . rcp'es-.ntat!. 01 a qr.!p or

Bf,/l\ / deBers, thc fecessary tmc kr .eqot

rt. lvLh potent! .Fsl.rs d! f!.1 Lhe meel

r! \rlhen l,/lath. ln. ! rose to spe.k. he wa.

ah -. to siro!! the a.s-.mb.d shlrehoders thal

the Ex-p.!tvc Blad and thc Adm.rstral0n

co.lr.ryto \!hat lliey had slalcd I lh-ArreFo.(s

li.a .e!-.. scr!!.rlt ..nsdcr.d .t-qnatvc

moaslr-as lor thc conrnanys tnlfcir re.rqan

raL..i nste.d tliey h.d pr.mdture! commt

led themselcs l !  Lhe Damcrp.n at l r reLr

Denseolc!rc. I  shareho dcr5 Th-" r .a. !hto.

ol the saes va !e h.d not tdke. .to accolnt

BMW'S lrLgh y q!! rf ed onq 1mc workers or ts

.rae ent repllalo. Lhus sp!trfg m!.lr heck

flt lr.m llre crovl s!.h as llow m!.h .rc

5.500 sk edlvorkers wonh bd!y?".

Marhern aso po.Led o!1that lhe 30000 o'

d-.rs a ready p ac-.d lor thc BMW 700, whdr

hadl lstgonc . lo pr.dlctof ,h,ere a so d t ia '

srs tor new markeL slc.ess Reterlno to ih5,

lie lsked th. BMW N/anaqcr.e.t t |rcsc

30,0Q0 unts of t l re BMW 700 br.g the.om

pa.y an addliof. tlrnover of 120 m or

ron.ler how twa. possLblc nol lo rraveanyop-

On g o-"cembcr 1959, the sni! I K.n

sressrii]re (Conqr.ss H!ll on l\4!nLhs Th-'

rescnhohe !€s packed At the b.gff.!l or

llre .\efl. BMWS E!ec!l!e and Slpervso

ry Bo:rds dere drlmmL.g up slpport ror |re

'Darmer.outon promotng t  !s the o.yway

to llar.ntee a scclre nxlre bollrtor lhe.om

panya.d ts emp oyces To conv ncc lrre srrare

holdcr! Lhey used ar!!m-"nts slch as -. Ine

end yo! w I be the ofes lo benefl from the

prof t thll \rl res! t troni lh s e.onom c.o op

erato. wrlh DamctsBe.z . The shareho.l-'rs

howcver were anyllri.lt blt conlfced They

lcrled the r dLsp clsue atthe Eoardwrth heck

.s ke Yo! re notfelotatnq yo! re se lnq !s

olt Th s 5. faio or "N.wyo!l. sDeirk..r n

favo!rol  DamerBcnz Lhs € lnh.ad-or

Fo, nror," rhan a" t,ou El.h Nod ! spokes

mar ior mnor sharehold-.rs, r.!d oll -.tters
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lfJl lr-. afrrr ..!r!!rL. b. (rv evleil Tlr. enrbql Nrl:lorr '.

paL,-4 ihat 1lnr..s!r L ;..!l Ii i..t lnre1. tor l95tl hirl I l"t

!el lh. r|r!eoo flill.ro5l! l.r tir. Bl!'ll"rt 70lr r l -cr' flr lrl58

dr. n0 rr1tr-. tht t IIL '-es 
(u. .l srlrdlli..o!! L. tn. !rtreh'
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h. tra.l-p!l L. rl. f rflrc i 4! to s.n.irt.i

Attrr rm.5t rc. h.uri 30 !r cdrt oi
t rG. Fre..'p.t.lLh-4A ,,r.i al!|.I f.l..t
r! ,qr!-Da t. t.. plf r, lrr.Lrt tn, !

thrlt.q D: m -q B.,., ! 
'.!lrrf:irto.

ot  r  dr .h et ' -4r l r r  9 Drdfbj  Tj .
T..llflr1l.i.-pl.r tsMlrr'" +i r u 5!1,1.!i
lclrc Z.t-'q h:d.ra en , r,rli nlrr

I  I  f [ !  t re1-" . I r t  J .

i l l i r ! r r5.c.r  thel .k-a.rd. l ' l rcBr!

c !'irr.l,4.i.ren t!-4rke |y Da f Ror:
l!. Lr(. prEf-..l-.d Ir llni rir Lr. "r.1.
l { rLt l rc ! lcnt !  ne-acel  ! , .1r  rnr  I r  Lr !
. r!11(.1 r1l irnFa"\r han !el L. l){r llrnxl
F.r r !ur.ssf! iLrtue. th-p ts.,/er jir | {:
lllli itrfr'/l.rkr n..dEd b.1. : :xr:r r r!
b.  rur . l . r7 i r tc.  .o. .et l  .nn' l re r{ t
1r!!nr! r.frs to m.-cm-Pn' BLr rlr.
lrnr[! (r!1].d to !lnnl ne!! .; iri

T err nai rr. o.ftrlr f iro r..0.:ed
l"e. ! l -1r  l r r  !  !nr  " ! t  t rofr  t  rs d: .on
.- !n.q !L!r  1,  Dr l lo! . r tOldf l t  A
th. !ah h.  I  i r l  rn r t r r  !  f . . f  of .  ! f th.

'a: l -a.r . l  l l r  Dinrf  P.r  1r .  r rq.
nrer L:  t r r ! { r ' .1 ! !  ls  orponc.t5 i rnd
n le hd nrrnr! | ] l ]  BMW5 . l r rn. .5.
n5.ni ! : re!r  ] i  v i i  i5 nd!.onfcr

s.l.n. ir-p h3d nlrr llrr u|. irDrlrl
I m that th-p tsa!-!r..rlie Ml)llnif,i !l!rkr

rcn ,' d d hale a i-!. Llrv ru. I !!:i 1lr.
,r'ot nLr Ch. 'nri.. BLltrl i rlrrk! Qn
. Ku l ti. d r, rl . vrdr, rljt nr.rlr n

pDyee..  a.n L:r  t : r 'ar  tnod!. | !  " !d l
pron s n.r  pot . 'p. l :  { lLrml,  lDr.w
\tr !5fctrbcto.ro!ethebsn[: ]  |  L.r i rp

lor i  r !1.  re.  ! . r . : r l  o. . lB[ , Iv, ]

f  .1 , .O tnF E + r  I
( | r  fn .a.h"q. . r !er tLnlnrr j  l r l r  l rn l

. -p l  Ldrk lnr  or l iJ t ronn! r !k ! j  .oL

.rr.in! BMU,/ a. .r r,lrrutrllrll com

Fn,r  lh-p . r t r . . r ' !n.  r t r ( t r  r l r l r l r  l r lq
. .  q! . . . .e nr-4:re.rrn i  r r ! ,Jdr:dr! .

f  . .1 l i l .Lr .  k-4 l .Di  N,rof  ( ._r ! r  t r r .
.1nr-4n !h:p or l l r  j  l l (  !p!o, t l r t ! . r .
.o. tn! .4 oe rrLl I r  BMf, /  T!  ia! . .1I

t . , -p- t  . r :  I  L.r  ld lerr i l i r l l i ! r  hr !

de. detl (n. r lts lh-a D! n s P,r]] l! I",l

r .d! . .  .a r  ta n.dthe.. . - .a!e Lr,r  DM

60 m .n. U. k-c lh-a Danrer P.i lror

.v.r  Qlandl .  Fdrr . l r  Ldrk.  r  l rcL
qr. . , . : .1 ihe. . i t r t r !  nk, l ror ! , i l r f , !  ! r .
t ' - . reb! . r . . . .  ! l reh.  *r .  i r r l r l , r i  i

.ont . len.-e. ts. .1r i reoyt ;d. l  Tl t r r r [ :

!c!5 5h.r.hode15 .u !C n.r (iLr:n.ll :i rll

!.r Lr.rl tor I tota ot lll7 ner.e.l .llh-"

r.\r 5hrr.5 loo-ath-ar r!t' lf-p nrenu;h-
r \ f fk Ccn.r .  Me-. tno.  lh: . . r  l red

ih. !nb,oke..o"l den.e the..;r-ah. rlr,.
:t i[d n the ..mFa.j] a.(l Lh-4iir3.rl

BMW ist wieder in Fohrt geko
Aber ein rchyercr wes sr.fit ho.h b.vo. / H€uto..k.li.rd€n di. Akrionaro 0b€. ddi ltnfitg.
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Atr.Jrryrn,  t r r rnrL.r ' t  or  nt . .Af  ! j  Go"r;

Meei-.rl !r 'l D..irfbt'r ' ll!!. 'lnr ts[4\r] 7011.!totrnl

l r .  a:o l ! . ,nrei . l1 l !  ! r ]  iLr  (  . .  nt l r f  e.r . r f : r i

1rr  tha5. Th:r i rst  r r l4 .  sr t  . . r r i l r  Lhe i rcrr l !

Dlnr. . idr  ur .  in(  iu l r . ! . ' 'd  s

r  nr . tor  ! r \ t r5.  n l9b0 t . i .cn,rrL. t l f$. i r . : t60!1r

.-rnt  of t lnr  1!mpi i fy r i  L i i .  1!rrr | rer(Lr l l l : :19: l l9 |

. . )  Clr ! ]qLrEntt  i f  i i r .  d!  dr . f t t  NerC! i .

I I U6:. itn j .rr I t c,ri -.-. 
j nl Ltre tsMU/ 740 bor. r nl

r1.r  b!d.n. t t i r f  r .1rq.n:r t !  l

Frnrn qcd !y Iir: r.,ir L ts[/!'r ! -'m ] o-!.1r:r r. kil

r rr -r.s !.f Lhe rl.!!r lrr -pnt cf I rf tl raf (.1. ( n (h.rl

ihe!  p.nrred at  t ' , r ,  l l ! ' \  lLrr l . r 'n lo!  tu i l r . r  Sf t r

the (r (li l.i'r!r ['1.1o Sl]or he. I r-knrktLtrt) |

I t l ( l l .  Trrs- !  ! r .5 f r lh " !  . ' t  1)  renrr l  t t r r . l .  or  r -"

rrn-.: or ,he :E.r[i] ! .!nliL..l .,rJ ! ( t: or Lrrrl

l !50:  \ !Lhrhe r l f rh. t i i ro N,ru Crs! .  BMV/ oL' i r

rnr-c th. l  r i  n l rdr  l l r  l r - . .otrr  r l l r  5! . .c! !  !  rno l

rur.lt!.!! 1)iob !r r.n!l:cILr !r

l .  l !63 ." !  r lu r-" .E i r lq 'he turr  ( t rah'  Af f  L

.  Gr r .  r  N/ l .ct  f !  th.  r l r i : i r -D: f r j  n- ! . . f t r ' f .er

tsM\f alL.mob.! Pi to c(e ent

l .  th.  Artrrd Gr[ !  M.f t r i r ] . l l l r j j  lhe ts ldr i r ' - '

t.rt.d !r ..rers. n llrno! bv 1/ p. .ent t. DM

'] : i : l  t r8 n .n Tlr !  l r .mpi. l  h- '  E{ l r  Ne.n!  5!

rr-p !  5ory B.arG b l ls t r  b!1.11! de' l r i  l r l l i  l r  crrr l  L.

thc s l t r -" I ' .oc s ru th- . f r51 mes' . .1!4i l
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