Alpina Roadster V8
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Alpina Roadster V8
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It is guaranteed this rarity because BMW
announced thal the Z8 would be going out of
production earlier in 2003, and the last af the
5700 examples will roll off the line later this
year, Alpina will make only 555 Readsters in
all. In Britain, there are currently nine
Roadsters — this one, Sytner's demaonstratar,
bare the plague 47 of 555 — and one more
car has currently been allocated to the UK.

The car has atiracted criticism from some
motaring journas, mainly because it's differ-
ent in its.approach from the Z8 on which it is
based. Firstly, the M Power 5-litre 400 bhp V8
and six-speed manual gearbox is removed
frorm the car and replaced hy an Alpina-devel-
oped 4.8 unit mated to a five-speed automatic
box. The powerplant will soon feature in the
revised X5, a case of Alpina giving some of its
development back to BMW as part of the two
manufacturers’ unique accord.
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The harder EMW suspension set-up is
replaced by softer sprung Alpina kit, to make
the car more comfortable and accessible
than the Z8 with its harsh ride, manual-only
box and M5-style driving experience. The
Roadster V8 isn't trying to be a performance
car, it's designed to be an auto grand tourer
first and foremost. More torque, engineered
into the 4.8, makes it a more relaxing drive.

If all this sounds as though it has been
geared up for a particular buying demograph-
ic, you'd be right. The Roadster V8 is Alpina’s
spearhead for an assault on the US market.
Of those 555 cars, a massive 450 will go
across the pond, with 75 in maintand Europe
and the last 20 in Japan. American buyers do
not want a hard-riding, stick-shifting, two-
seater posemobile and, as BMW never offered
an auto box for the Z, Alpina saw the gap in
the US market and has exploited it.

So does this car not deserve to wear the
Alpina badge? Is it set up so far towards the
straight and smooth roads of the USA that it
will simply not translate to the UK?

Well, if you watched a certain TV car show
recently when it tested the ¥8, you'd be
tempted to think it was utterly incapable of
doing anything apart from lapping a test track
as quickly as a 4WD Murcielago, which is no
mean feat, Here at TBMW we didn’t have the
longest test drive in it, admittedly, but we can
safely say that it is one of the best-sorted
cars we have ever driven.

Let's first of all get this softness issue aut
of the way. Climb into that glorious cabin
[through the left-hand door if you want to
drive| and spend a few minutes savouring the
stunning guality of the fit and finish inside,
before slotting the key into the ignition hous-
ing maunted high on the dash. Turn the key



