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B10 ROAD TEST

That's the question — now bhadged V8S,
does the evolution of the Alpina B10
have the M5 running scared? |

private irack amd he keys bo Alping’s

Litest croation® Yes please, “i's meally
vary good.” SEyE The T TrodTh Syinear, whie
hars Tq:r:nl:l_ul stepned mrt of itgrimming Fl'nrn
gar to e “Mend you, don't thrésh |t oo
misch. s sfill bedimg mun in”

Himam, st how:-lalny coulo e gat I an
auto? The B10 VES |5 the Etest jewsd in
Alplnals crown, B carcragtad fos pacple wha
resally dan't lile the ME's insistence ana -
manual pearboo 16 takes Alpina's stunning
Bid imtenpritation of the 5-Series and
edEes its data closar to that of the M can

Thies SAENE s growt 16 4 06 Tocd s
litras, resaliting &n o povwer hike from 337 to
375 bhp. Mare impartantly, torgue is up
from 347 1o 376 kLA,

Thee result, predictsbly. i a startiingy
aulck-machine. Alpina's published O-62 mph
e i 5.4 secamiE and 17T mph. This frck
we'ng 00 s oply & mée nound; so testing the
Eatber figure ookl prove tricky. Howeser,
thots is 5 Rangish, sl gty dog-fa o hatk
fearaadi’ which eneda-ln & slght Im:ﬁna i
before a sharp right-handor, \We managod to

- gei 130 mph hafore tee basking aoind

This dict leave the braking somshst
[ate, GHmittedsy: Bk thaniwe cowd: Tie

brakos wenn l:hwjnpnd in l:-:lrljllm:ﬂm with
 Words: Phil '

I.'i'i"hl'lE
PHOTOGRAPHY: RICHARD: FJ’-E-E-;E!HEI-

Sion- meisber Brembo, and irmalve 36800 mm
front dises dripped firmby-by fos-potcal:-
fipears, They wark, | st yoiL.

With:slawing done, 5 4ime for the chas-
&lg to show iis mettle, The aim of most
dacent E3G camwearsions -u‘muu-d i 1o get
e of tha:M5s tendenoy to-nderatesr and
the B10 dogs this with aplomé, i foels
aotoed, I:IH[EIMIHH. -cmlmﬁad A lJEB-pi‘lH
e fact that ihe whants are A massiwe 16
hl:I'IE'B i digmeler thay're [IENL enouEh i
stay i full contact with terr-firma throagh-
Ut A nong extenshie test would perhnps
shira' g deficiencles i the nde, but 1he
laps of thés [fithe track that wa Hu-:-;'.'ad tailzel
i umsetile the VES,

Thiee &5, |iifact. massive irig, Even with
the D0 stabiity control tisned off. One of

tha Sytnes staff presant did manags 16 get.
“Hhe panrto-sieps ot litte, but he reponted

that the slip wes B0 progressive. NBL he was
able fo predict it hald it, play with it Mnal.
mantial ol h!i\ms;ghhtnm:lj,m.l it
Which 18 partly what this car is all shout,
It combines huge driver plapsure with tIHa-

_ E39s mu-afamit_ﬂn :mﬁunu e dis-

tAncEs with the nﬁ:lmmﬂm&n.it Rl

al4n & seriolsly Convincmg argun'uerﬂ. far . =

:lumrrhﬂlq E:Hrbuqnm

Tha five-speeder cames wibh Alpna’s
Switchtranic steering whool-maunted &haft
Brottanes: o thie syetam mally warkd, Gode
i the | &g betweor pressing the bition
Al geas seiling Mat e in ihe last
Switchironss Alpinag [ treed, You brake late,
change dawn swilly and geton with the
Erfjoyal|e bessiess of g |n, putténg the
POwET dowi B balancing the superh chas.
sls through the bemd.

Thist ol thit whila vou are i aks of
Alpina’s Iradamark green and biue-stitched

“leathar-cabins s simply icng on & really.

really tasty cake,
In-ndditon: the-A%ina frontam raer spcl-

BFE Am-aEstinet enhancement, yot am

unisaly 10 aLract ttarion Troem 12w enforoe.

g t&m'ﬂﬁmﬂrmlrlﬂwphﬂm plac-
".'iwmmda.rh of coursa, money. | simaly
~“dm'L have ERTH. El.l!lrrphdynm:_hnrﬂ— :

by shanild get thalr chaqushook o, The E39
i8-8 sedtusly pobie £ar, one of the most coms
- plete modonng pockages yot designed by

man and compuiter, But the Anina Bi0 vES

i e of @ very smiall nimbiar af verslons that
Epm ;Implr ]'n:.m‘n;.' e sine ot oy, T
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