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BMW LS Coupe - the end of an era
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By WalterZeichner

Nobody exp or ng the beq nnings of
automotive constructon at BMW n
1929 cou d ignore the 3/15 PS, a smal l
car typical  of  i ts t ime and popu ar ly
known as the "D xi" .  Despte the wide-
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spread economic hardship of the ate
T920s, ihe 15 horsepower modelwas a
great success - nol  least on account of
i is nnovatve alstee body. The Dixi
was the precursor to a stream of 'teal"

cars,  s ix-cylnder models which aid the
foundat ions for the brand's wordwde

ln 1955, wth the previously heal lhy
postwar motorcycle bus ness running



out ofqas,8MW seized upon the br i l l iant
Italan lsetta concept for lts next move
The lsetta was subsequently moulded
into a weather-proof small car tailored
perfectly to the requirements of thou-
sands of motorbike converts, For many
B[.4W drvers, th]s inviguing vehicle
spawned a lasting affinitywith the brand

The arrival of the lsetta coincided
wth lhe spread of the econonic rniracle
in Germany. With this dramatic upturn in
nationalwealth, it soon became obvlous
that the country had outgrown the lsetta
as a basic automotive package. In 1957
Bl\ ,4W introduced the 600, the "blg
lsetta",  a mixture of smal l  car and min -
van, packed ful lofor iginal  ideas but lack-
ing n prestige and with little appeal in

the eyes of the increasinqly discerning
car-dr iv ing publc.  The 700 changed al l
that.  Launched in 1959 and marrvinq a
classic saloon-car desiqn with l tal ian
style, this series of small saloons and
coupes proved an enormous ht wth
customers who could only afford a smalL
car but sti I iked the idea of standing out
from the crowd in a B[/W. Despite hav-
inq only two-cyl inder eng nest these
models were in the same pnce category
as the much more spacious fou FcyLindef
Volkswagen Beetle. However, the baby
Beemers had a touch of chic, blended
with that dash of sportinq prowess ihat
drivers expected of the brand.

In product ion unt i  1965, a total  of
188,121 unirs rol led off  ihe assembly

Press photo ofthe BMw LS coupe in front of
Sch oss Nymphenburg, L4unich

l ine, making this the most successlul
BMW model series yet. The 700 was
avai lable wth one powerplant only-the
motorcycle-derved Boxer engine with
displacement of around 700 cc and
developing 30,32 or 40 bhp The com-
pany even launched a convert ible ver-
sion ofthe car in 1961.

The last of  BMW'S smal lcars

A thorough model series upgrade in the
spring of 1962 added 16 cm to the
saloon's wheelbase and 32 cm to i ts
overall length. Even the model designa_
tion BMW 700 was drcPped; the smal
four-seater was now badged as the
Btvlw LS and available in a standard or
luxuryversion. The or iginal idea was to f i t
the LS with a small reacmounted tour-
cyl inder engine, but the prevai l ing vend
towards largercars and the growing suc-
cess of the new BN,IW 1500 mid-range
model persuaded the company to aban-
don the concept, and the small car seg-
ment altogether, for the med um term

The BMW 700 Coupe remained n
product ion, albei t  in post-1959 short_
wheelbase guise, with a choice of 32 or
40 bhp engines. The smal 2+2 with
short wheelbase continued to roll offthe
assembly l ine unt l  L4ay 1964, enough
t ime to complete another extreme Y
successful  chapter in BM's motor rac'
ing history. The company decided that a
ongerverslon w th thewheelbase oi  the
LS should fol low in the tyre tracks ofthe
"short- tai l  coup6" as a means ot uslng
up surp us parts, Howevel expenditure
on Bl lws f inal  smal l  car had io be kept
within t  ght and iust i f iable l imits

Experienced Stuttgart-based body
manufacturer Baur was once again
entrusted with the job of conluring up a
practical solution. The Swabian crafts'
men had already lefi thelr seal of quallty
on the begui l ing BMW 700 Cabio, but
thrs time their task was far trick er' For
cost reasons, Baurwas asked to use not
onLy the window and roof construction
of the short-wheelbase coup6, but also
the front sectlon and doors. With the
rear section of the body taken from the
LS Saloon, the engineers were Ieft wlth
the job of somehow absorbing al  the
extra length into the finned rear of the
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car. Necessity proved to be the mother
of an extremey d st inct ive, but rather
disjoinred, des gn. No matter,  the pow
ers that be decided the new Coupe was
readyto be unvei led to the pub ic.

The onger body and a siqni f icant ly
rr1ore uxurious inter ior raised the weiqhl
of the smal Coupe by nearly 50 ki lo-
qrams, which rneant that ony the 40
bhp spons enqine with twin carburettor
could provlde the necessary power
More comforiab e seats wth mitat ion
leather edgng and fabr ic centre sec-
t  ons, a dashboard with wood effect t r im
and ful  carpet covering for the foor
areas al tered the whole complexron of
the onqer BI\ , IW Coup6, gving i t  an
extra dose of class and luxury, The car
was pr iced at 5,850 marks no less
expensive than the rnore homogeneous
700 CS which went before i t .

The mot ey colleciion of parts oth
erwise known as the BMW LS Coupe
was launched in September 1964, the
desrgnat ion ref lect ng i ts family l inks

The nat-tvvin Eoxer ongine wilh hrir car
burettors deli',€led 40 bhp to ensuE
sporty prcqress for the lightw€ighi BMW

wth the onger Saloon. React ion lo the
new mod€l was dec dedly muted, the
unavoidab e siy lstc concessrons sm-
py too stark for the publ ic 's taste. a
sprawlng curved rear window atternpt-
ed to br idge the extended distance
betw€en the rear edqe of the roof and
the engine cover,  whi le generous
chrome tr im on the rear l ip and a venl i  a-
t ion gr i l ,A were intended to add fur lher

Targeting women

In thewords ofthe or iqinalpress release
for the B[.4W LS Coupe, issued in at€
September 1964: " . . .The new sports
var ant -  the LS Coup6 has now gone
into product ion, roundng off  the 700
range. The sireamlned form and func-
t iona ,  €legant inter ior of  the al lur inq
Coupd comes w th a l the features of the
popular LS Luxus. l t  is a car which wi l
str ike a chord wth the adies in part icu-
lar l t  is comfortable, looks good and can
be steered effortless y by fema e driv-

As forihe paintwork for the BIMW LS
Coup6, ihe most popular shades were
Cream, Bordeaux red, Guyana blue and
Fjord qrey, wiih a small number of cars
a so ordered in oiher colours such as
Flor ida and, towards the end of the pro
duct ion run, Chamon x whi ie.

Somewhat rough around the edges
t may have been, but the LS Coupe was
brmminq wth charm and character
With i ts outstand ng, sports tuned
chassis and impressively l ightwe ght

One of on y few adveriisements iorthe rar-a
BVIW LS Co!pe or r964.

construct ion, the 680 kg LS folowed in
the dynamic tradit on of ts predecessor.
The speedometer gave a top speed ol
140 km/h, whi le acce erat on from 0 to
100 km/h tookjust under 20 seconds -
underwhe m ng by today's standards
but eye-caiching figures for a sma I car
in rhe 1960s.

Although the BMW 700 had very
much entered the twl iqht of  i ts h ghly
successful racing career, the " ong{ail
coup6" st i l  made the odd appearance
al most y regiona racing events.
However,  i t  never quite touched lhe
heqhts experienced by ihe short-
wheelbase Sports Coupe.

After just a single year in produc-
t ion, the LS Coupe was pul led of i  the
assembly Ine n Septernber T965,
usurped by BIMW'S glitter ng new exec-
ut ve-c ass mode. The 2000 CS Coupe
was fitted with a state of-the-art body
produced by Osnabrick-based manu-
factur€r Karmann and powered by a
si  ky smooth fue nlected engine devel-
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Wood effect daslrboard and plentyofchrome in keeprng with sixties stvle.

oping 120 bhp. The bold embodiment ot
the brand's wholesale change oi  d rec-
ton, the 2000 cs brought the curtain
down on a fasc nat ing era n the history
of BMW car making. The company
wou d now focus exclusively on bu lding
cafs aimed at the most discerning ot

Edging towards obscuri ty

B[,4W produced just 1,730 units of the
LS Coup6, mak ng i t  the smal leslvol

ume body var iant rn the brand's 107
series of 700 cc smal l  cars From thc
outset j  a rnost hal f  of  the models blr i l t
were del ivered to customers outside
cermany. Dr vers in Belgium and
Hol land were part iculary receptve to
the unorthodox charms of the smal
BNjlW, bui the LS Coupe also had its
fans in France and l taly.  One example
was even shipped to Sao Paulo. The last
of the product ion run, a Bordeaux red
model with chassis number 181730,

was sent on i ts way to Hol and In
Septenrber 1965.

The BIMW LS Coupd s another of
those cars from the relattvely recent
past which have sl ipped a most ent re y
from the publ ic conscioLrsness, an
unknown quant ty outslde a niche group
of specia sts.  lndeed, no more than
perhaps two dozen examples are
thought lo have survived ihe near 40
years since this un que automobi le f i rst
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