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lo l . [ - r  CS Coupc: j .  lhc 02 S.r  c: ]  , rn( l
lhf  fcw b.r  l i loors w th !  r  cy indcl
or. l ,ncs r f  lhc E3 Scr ics cr .b cd BMW
lo.r( i r le a se.Ll-A d)nrmercrn l )ase lhat
t r r r ( l . r  t  possi l )  - .  lo oiqrnrr-A .  rew
seres in th- .  Lrr( ' ry . : . r  c l i ' is
Moiorcy. i  e l )Lrs iness hdd b-.en n the
doklnims for soine l inre novr bul  even
thi : i  iector stnned to f lo!r ish at  the st . r t
ot the 1970s (see pa.Je 30)

When desigrer PnLr l  Bh.q lored
th.  .otrr t )any n l ! )70 AMW gardl  a
rnrr i  who wrs to () fv{r i t  l l ro ' t f ( r i '  o i
tho braf(1.  Th. I r :J AMW 5 Ser ies Ionr
1t)72 (reaied i  sty le that  belonged

-.r( :  ls ive y to BMW ior some t  m-.  to
( t r ) t r re,  and desigr elem-.r ts were pre
i f  i t i r l  w t l r  t l rc aMW TurLx) i rowcar

l i r ! r rch( l  i r  ' l ! l /2 th,r l  po rr tcd wnv ml0
th.  tur t ! rc Th.y wcr l ]  to shnpe l r .  pro

icctcd b.r  BMW Coupc 5c'  c! .
The teanr Lrnder BMW deve opnrent

bo:i.r B-.nrhaftl O!:iwnkl took th-. f ool
nl isembly nnd chr: i i r : i  of  lhe iew 5
Ser ei  aslhetechnica basir tor th€ ne
Corpe i fe wrth lhe deve opnrent cod,"
F 2,1.  ndependent whee iu ipefson
wth fronl  spr ntJ srspen!ron siruls
semr tr i i  nU ,rm co spr i rgs rrd tor
s on ,nt  ( ) l  brr  nt  the rear ot  the .ar
t r radc the 5 Ser- .s nx)d'r ls.xr i tn ofaly
sporty s.oors wi th secLre hrf( l rnq
.hnracter istcs,  in th- .  iyprca B[4W
mou d. This chass s theretore haa the
potent i . l  to artrrommorl . ' te the srgf f
. r f t ly  t )nhanc.r(J .ng nt)  pcr lonraf . -"

6-Appeal - the history of the first
BMW 6 Ser ies,1976 to 1989

l , l  yrrn: , r l l I r  lnr)( | .1 rrr  r ) f  l l i r ' f r . i l
I l f . / lW ( i  S(, , . :  . rnr i  l .  rn rn(1,  BL4W
r(rrr i l ly  nrrorIr(r{ l  i  n.w ( l ( : r ( r r l ro.  o l
( i in TLr r f i io ( l r )Lr tn is wl l r  l l r ( i  Typ( i
( i45( i .  I l i .  ( | is  ! f  i r r ( l  r r rovr l  v( i  r ( rh
roo.tor i  l r rvo s. l  n.w b.r .1r"nrks,
{r"L/h1 r iU lh ' )  i  rstr  oLrs . r r r t r rp e ot  the
( l i lO( lS nnr l  { ia l3al : i i  nh. le l : i  InLrnched n
1!)76 Th. t r : r  BVIW 6 Ser ej  s i '  ready
on. oi  t l r .  rerest  nrode s tknn ihe r- .cenr
pr: iL rrr( l  

' r  
I  th.  ( i rs i f  t l io r int  r ( i  s . r  os

,rc now,qrproir(Jr  r r .  th.  str t !s ol  ar lo

lhc .or ipar iy l r  l  I  r i ) fdy b ' ! i f
.ons. l . r  ng r  fow, b g aMW CoLrp-.  at
thc strr t  o l  th l )  l !170s wh.f  aMW wrs
r l ro( ly vcry ! r ( i . ' rs! t ' r  i r i  th is .x( :  rs iv( l
rnnrkct  scgm.nL !v th Lhc Typc 21100 CS
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that was ant ic ipated. The new coupds
were also supposed to exceed s gnifi-
cantly the standards set fof space and
comfort in the previous E I Series,

Dur ng develoPment work, Paltrcu-
laf attention was pa d to the aspect of
passive safety,Intensive crash tests and
ultramodern, computer-aided calcula-
t ons and analyses resulted in a safety
standard for the coupd passenger cell
that was way ahead of the cornpetit on

The 6 Ser es Coup6 did not feature
lhe solut ion without a B column which

LeftiThe M635CS|was the fastest B[,4W
ioutsseaterofal timeswith atop speed ot
255 km/h.Today, speed s lim ted to 250
km/h, R ght: Invitat on for jolrnalists to the
press conference on March l976lorthe

for this B column ensured that it reced_
ed into the background.

A range of, h gh-capacity six-cy in-
der enqines had been availabl€ to BMW
since the end of the 1960s to provide a
suitable power unit  for the luxury coupe.
These eng nes developed muscular
power with s lky smoothness, they ran
quietly and the engines were extremely
robust. A 185 bhp three-litfe carburettor
enqine was f inaly selected for the start
of the new ser es. This was fitted with a
Solex dua -barrel, two-phase carburet-
tofand an inject ion var iantw th 3.2 i t res
disp acement and generat ng power of
197 bhp, famil iarfrom the most powerful
BMWsa oon at the t ime, the Type 3.3 Li .

Incidental ly,  capacity constraints
meant that the bod es forthe new BI\,4W
6 Ser es were not manufactured at the
BMW Pant in Munich but were pfo-
duced at special ist  coach-bui lders
Karmann in Osnabrick. Karmann had
been producing the components for the
bodies of the previous coupes since
1965. Final assembly was also cafred

Presentation in an exclusive seiting

After the usual long test ng and trial
phase, the new series was launched n
the public arena around four months
afterthe last BMW 3.0 CS had rol led off
the production line. BIMW selected what
was traditiona ly the most exclusive set-
trng for launches - the Geneva [,4otor
Show This had always been the stage

for the most extravagant cfeations in
internat onal automobi le constructton,
Journalists were presented with a thick
press ki t  announcing the new 630CS
and 633CSi Coupes with siylish words
and phrases: "Here the f la ir  of  the'gen-
uine'B[,4W exper]ences a rebir th."  This
referred to the impressively effortless
handl ng, the power that could be gener-
ated at any time, and the convincing
driv ing cu tufe. The soft  sound of the
closing door gives no less pleasure than
the purr ing of the engineasthecarhugs
the road. These two six-cylinders epito_
mize theirclass. Coupes with the dr iv ing
experience of a saloon, whetherthe dr v-
erwants to take a sporty appfoach to the
road or have a leisurelydrve through the
countrys de. They can acce erate qurck-
ly, cruise for hours on end, or power to
top speed when required."

The new 6 Series CouPe was nearly
the same height but s gnif icant ly widef
and onger than its predecessot lt pro-
v ded more inter or space, particularly in
the rear passenger comPartment,
Comfort was a higher priority in the first
BMW 6 Series Coupes, but driving per-
formance was not quite upto the dynam-

permit ted the side windows to be
opened fuly.  l t  was an elegant solut ion,
but at that iime it was bY no means
unproblemai c from the perspect ve ol
safety. However, matt-b ack paintwork
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Coup6s in 1976 was
significantly higher than
the price of comparable
prcvious mode s. And if
customers wanted to
oder some of the spe-
cial  luxury equipment,
such as automatic
transmission, leather
seats, eiectr ic slding
roof or the arFcondition-
ing system, the pr ce
quickly approached the

DM 50,000 threshold.
Despite the fact that purchasers had

to make these high investments, sales
of the firct BMW 6 Series cars were very
qood. Even in the first year of manufac-
ture, 4,916 Bt\,4W 630CS and 633CSi
Coup6s were shipped to customers,

As was usual for BMW, t wasn't

long before further modelvariants com-
plemented the new BMW Coupe l ine.
The summer of 1978 witnessed the
launch of the 635CSi.  This was a new
top model, easily recognizable by the
front spoier,  rearspoi ler in the shape of
a strip of hardened rubber, and strips of
trim along the s de that are typical of
that design era.

The new 3.5 l i t re short-st foke
engine packed power of 218 bhp and
was derived directly from the I\,449 rac-
ing engine:from 1973 onwards, this had
powered the eqendary BMW 3.0CSL
lghtweight coupd from one victory to
the next. A top speed of 220 k.f,lh and
7.3 seconds forthe classic spr ntfrom 0

to 100 km/h didn't exactly leave d vers
with the sense that they were lackng
pedormance. This mixture of high per-
formance and comfort proved such a
winner that this model remained in the
programme unt i lproduct ion of the ent ire
series ceased in 1989.

Karmann stand in Geneva 1976.

ic standard of the 3.0 cs . However, the
move awayfrom a pure sports coupe to a
sporty uxury coup6 was evident in some
fascinating details in the interior The
middle secUon of the rnstrument panel,
was designed in the clear,  funct ional
sty e of the new BMW generations and
slanted towards the driver in the same
way as in the new 3 Series, in llne with
ergonomic design principles, The steer-
ing wheel pos tlon and seat height could
be adjusted preciselyto match the wish-
es of the driver. Bfonze-tinted safety
glass reduces glare through the striking-
ly arge w ndows and provides an exclu-
sive visualaccent,

Big success - d$pite high price

The two 6 Series Coup6s could be sup-
plied with a ZF three-speed automatic
transrnission riqhtfrom the start. This lux-
urydetai was ideallysuited to thecharac-
terofthe car and was ordered by one third
of 630CS customers. BMW tuned the
chassis indivld ually in the two models and
the 633 CSi was de ivered wth a tauter
setting forthe shock absorbers to provide
a more sporty response.

The Check Control Systern intro-
duced n the 6 Series was an nnovat on
in the automobi e world.  This was the
first t me that the driver was able to call
up seven vehicle statuses at the touch
of a button and with the aid of e ectron-
ic sensors. lf drivers pfessed the "Tesf'
button on the left of the instrument
panel, LEDS lit up to provide nforma-
t ion on levels for coolant,  oi l ,  washer
water, the brakejluid level, condit on of
brake lininqs and operation ofthe brake
l ights and tai l  l iqhts.

A basic price of DIV 40,600 for the
BMW 630CS and D[.4 43,100 for the
njectlon variant meant that the cost of
purchasing one of the new 6 Series
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A year later, the carburettor version
ofthe 6 Series, the 630CS, was replaced
by the 628CSi with 2.8 litre 184 bhp
injecton engine. This new "entrylevel
vers on" was supplied at a basic price ot
D[,4 46,000 until 1987, but it failed to
achieve anything like the popularity ot
the more powerful sister models.

Even more powerful - thanks to
Paul Rosche

A revised version of the Bl\,'lW 6
Series was launched at the Geneva
Motor Show in lvarch 1982. On-board

A BVW635CS. Lidq the lent oolal [,'lu. Lh s OlyTpic Parl.

computer and service interval display
provided drivers of the 6 Ser es with an
even more sophrsticated level of elec-
tronic information. The revised models
had a redesigned lnstrument paneland
a three-spoke steering wheel in a
spody design. The power developed in
the engine was transferred to the rcad
by a five-speed gearbox, and a sports
gearbox was avai lable which had a
shorter gear rat o, The current 6 Series
had meanwhie been f i i ted wth nrodest
bLrt effectively reworked front spoilers
and bumpers. More impodant ly,  the
chassis had been developed fu herand
now used the double-io nt fiort axle
famil iarfrom the new 7 Sef ies.



However, the most fascinating
var ant of the first BN4W 6 Series
was already polsed on the stal trnq
grid at ihat Po nt.  "Rac nq engrne
guru" Pau Rosche was lead ng a
team at BN,4W I\lotorsport GmbH,
today I\,4 GmbH, that was work ng
intens vely on the potentialotfered
by the 6 Series ln the end, the
power un t of the new top mooel
was the 3.5 l i t re fouFvalve S38
enqine whch had Powered the
BI\,4W I\/1 super sports c
Iorm. The engine could generate 286

bhp with a comPression of 10 5:1,
a rnost 35 percent more than the most
powerful model to date As aniicipated,
the dr iv ing performance of this motor-
sport  6 Series version, designated
l i l635CSi,  le i t  nothing to be desired on

the road. Passengers were forced back
into therr seats during accelerat on i rom

0to T00 kmih n 6 4 seconds, and a top

speed of 255 km/h made this 6 Series
the fastest B[/W four-seater to this day

- later the top speed in al  models was
l im ted to 250 km/h

Big brake discs in 4-piston f  xed ca -
l iper disc brakes, gas shock absorbers
and lower ng ofthe carby 11 m l l imetres
meant that the enormous increas'A n
power could be transformed effortlessly
and safely into sheer dr iv ing p easure
Between the siart  of  1984 and 1989'
only 5,855 B[,4W IM635CS cafs were
supplied. They appealed to coup6 driv

ers with a penchant for sporty pertorm

ance and the w lLingness to pay a basrc
price of DM 89,500 When Producion
cameto an end, the pr ice had cl imbed to
DtM 108,000, and only the 7 Series with
a twelve'cyl inder enqin€ was more
expensive at this point n t ime

Rlqht BMW 630CS from theYear 197tj
Bottom: M6 for the US market, 1949

Althouqh the N, l635CSiwas the last
n€w model in the 6 Ser es! the evolutLon
of the seres had bY no means been
conc uded. In 1985, BIVIW launched the
f i rst  fouFspeed automatic with three
eLectronica ly control  ed shl f t  pro-
grammes. The dr iver was able to turn a
knob to proqramme the automatrc
transm ssion for padicular ly smoolh or
dynamlc gearshif t  At the same tLrne,
the 6 Ser es Coupes were avai lable with
reguLated catalytic converter and oxy-
gen sensor.  The M635CSi could also be

suppl ied in this environmenFinend y

version, but n the f inal  anaysis only
117 purchasers opted for this vanant
with only 260 bhP.

Electronic DamPer Control  (EDC)

was an oPton avai lable trom sPnng
1988 as the f ina important Innovatron In
the production hlstory ofthe first BIMW 6
Series. ThLs uses a complex sensor sys_
tern and a compLlter which calcu ates

optmum shock-absorbef charactens-
t ics to surt  changinq road condit ions,
speeds and rhe load being carr led bythe
vehicle. The shock absorber settin gs are
changed by means of controlvalves

Also respected bYracing drivers

when the last ofatolalof86,2l6 coupes
from the first BIMW 6 Series rolled offthe
prodLrct ion l ine on 14 Apri l1889, the his
tory ofthe most succ€sslul BIMW Coupe
to date was brouqht to an end The 6
Series combined r ide comfort ,  exclusivi-
ty and sportiness like no other BMW
modelseries had done before
The Blvlw 635csl was even a success on
the racing circuit. Racing drivers like Hans-
Joachim Stuck, Dieter Questet Gerhard
Berger and N,4arc Suer proved n the rn d-
1980s lhat the 6 Series prepared bv skilled
tuners was qute capabe of achevng
spectacular wns, such as the 1983
European Tour ng Car ChampronshLp

Desig. clrawings forlhe 6Scries Corpe
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