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bng_wheelbase 3 3Li BMw s

retortto Mercedes long-

wheelbase S Class models or

1972. Best ol the bunch w-6

the manual tuel iniect€o 2uu_

horsepow€r 3 osi seen on (ne

covef ol this brochure

The oddball 2OoOCS became

the beautiful 2800CS wnen

ihe new si i -cYlhder sedans

emerged in 1968 retainrng (ne

dld bod! lrom ihe Pillars

rea|ward but with a new

handsome froni end
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arcirlly prescnted khni."i dctait. Tlle cohpany alwa\5
pir .hrJ. , r  , l . , r l  1, , r  . ,bo\ ,  ,hp h",d.  or  rh.  in, .n, lcd
rcedqship, in . way thar rapped into dre cortempomn

'e.p. . r  
h, ,  . ._ id, i f i ,  Lrotr tedgr.  I  t ,n.  r \ f l  J t .  uA r  r ime

snrr  J,) , , . r 'htul  genorr i .n 
-"  

* ,crr .  rnd enern.er inf l
ranonar'ty 4 posirile and unchJlenged themes ir Jlar
ed ofl;fe. BMw w.s pdhaps un;q;ety sensirive, crher
b) tnsrinct or desi'{n, ro thesc issues.

i  r i .phc,  i .  r l  .umbu,rnn.hrmb., \ ,  Je,r , ,bed
hrlpfullv in L \ d\cdijnBb bnh"s4tuj*ctua44"4.
btq4taun *$ one fc^tk b,oug],  ro pubt, ,  a,knlon
more tor rhe ,e,hnicat  ,mJgc 

'hr t  
i ,  . rered ,hr, ,  pc,_

nrp'  ro|b \u ' rs $ rn innoqr ion.  l  hc comoanv J,o

choie radrer rhan the mems ofcrecurioq n. that is,
BMW ogiten md mrkcting pople kn* how they
w:shed dre v.hicle ro rdpond md behav+rhat was rhc
rnn"var ion :nd $e achje\cmen' .  fhe (re,  uron. (nB,-
neoing rhe vehide to ger l]lat roponse, ws a lesser od
huch les distincrivc achiqement.

Ddve a BMW 2500 or2800, or b€ner silt the lrter
3.0Si, and compde n wirh its compctitors and it doc
I le ld i f f . renr Virh in lage 

'edms 
*t t rns ar a premium

prjc. BMIV kns dur thc tcy 
'o 

i's \uues tar in Biv
InB rhe rdrN a disrindFe sporring 

"fi,81rer. 
aohcrenI

mekering arcund this chedd md imlge.wde ro

car wd enginecred ro look, feel, and bchave soressry
in confornirywith de brand inage.

As thc narque developed in later years, rhis learned
behavnx secned ro be.ome instincive. BMW always
felr and lookcd right, atwals had a distinnivenes. md
alwap scemed ro 6nd curomer happy ro pay high
p.ices 6. irs product. This wd nor an achidemenr of
enginering but s achievemenr ofhanagemenrand or
gariation. hn8-whelbdc ve.sions of the six,cyt;nder
sedans were develop€d in respose to rh. n* SEL ver-
sions of Mercedes' 350 aod 450 S ctas modets. BMV
loaded the daaship 3-3 Lia wirh all the options it coutd



ALPINA-BI\IIW'S FAIJOREO TlJNER
Alpha is pethaps the name most clos€lv assocrated wilh mod _

f ied BMWS. Concentrat ins on the marque since the mid_1960s

nt'"" 0""""o.0 * 
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o*inessofferine sophistic'ted enhancement

of even 8MW's most excilins moders

The emphasrs was upon the complete kanslormation ol the ve'

hicle. rath€rihan the addition of odd bits and pieces Thoush Alpina

is inaependent ot BltW, the two companies maintained close links

dunnq this period and Alprna was clearly looked upon with greale'

i-.,in"" .o", otn* 
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tu"erc More 'ecentlv companies such

as Schnitzef and Prodrive have been involved in competition prepa_

L."" . t  
" t " . .  ""0 

**e l inks hav€ to some extent weakened

afo. t r  n. fo O.tn 
- ,*  

.ar ler  and o'BI/ IW Neve+he'ess Aloi 'a

DrevioL! 'v a company invor led n prodLrc 'ng and se lnq Npewnters

;nd offlce equipment, has had an importaft role in BMW historY

Founded bv Burkhard Bovensipen the companv be$n bv of_

teinq rwin caro convefsronslor lhe neu crasse cFdans and recerveo

the;cit app olal of both BMW s rcsearch and developmenl deparr_

-"nt 
*a, p"rr'up..-. importantlv Paul Hahnemann the intluen_

tiar marr<eiing cnier a BMw As Bllw models developed' so dLd

Aloha e .anse of oterinss Tt'e 02 se res ofle ed soecral oppo4J'

nit\,. For the 2002. BMW developed soec il engrres blLeorinled and

ba;nced, with diffe.enl@m proflle and plsions alons withthe famil_

l ,  
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induct ion and exhaust svstems Alpina-modi l ied

BMWS f€atured stronslv in competition boih at the internaiiona

L".iir, 
","., 

o*n"o' i,'i as importanilv iof the companvs profile

at smaller local events throughoui Europe

Bv 1973 an A pr 'a_oeve'oped 2O02T r  was of le 'ed ds a co' '

Dbte, ;u l ly  deveroped model i_ ts ow_ rqhl  Success of  th s hodel

and the cnang'ng ma'ket c lmaLe ed Bovensrpen to move inc 'eas_

i . , "  t .*r 'O *"  p-" ' t " '  o 'corprele ct ts Alpinas naiural lv dsoi
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-o* 
o'easant car to drive lhan the'acto'vs own

2;;2 tLrbo model, with more prosressive powe' deliverY lndeed'

nioina haa ar,eadv had a hand In lhe brr th o( lhe 2002 11 quicr lv

",in.a t. tr," L.-oLa.n ro inserl a 2ooo-ccensh€ Into lhe otis nal

i"* O 
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t 
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n*g with the advocacv ol U S importer Mat

Hoflman, encoutag€d the tactory to develop its own

becamethe 2002. Alpina also pioneered theuse of Kugellischef m€'

"i""'*,at '"poa",nnlhe 
ensine' ofieins an iniection kitlorthe

--r,""0 
,o6r a".o ,he end of 1970 before the factory was to

iravel the same foute and ofief the 20O2Ti

;lpina prcduced modified versions of each of BMW'S new mod-

els. each one ofieing enhanced perfomance and handling at a sig_

nificant markuP in Pfice.'' -ir'.r 

'*r,a.i.,0" "€rsions 
of the 5 series caE coniieured

both in ;insle- and twin_turbo folm Thev also found a small but en

itruslastlc iartettor a version of the larse ? setie< sedan thoush in

this c6se it was rcstricted to the United Kinsdom market-where the

i+si *as 
^.t 

a"airaure-"nd was constructed bv Alpine United Kins-

dom asent Fru-n Svhe'ano desrgnated lhe 810 Bl2versionsorthe

u-i, iio *"* 
""0 "to "oupe 

we'e arso otfercd witn caoaut! in-

creased to 5 7l i teE andthe pr icetas oi the 812 a50 reachinq arouno

25oOOo deutsch marsks in 1994

Uore recentlv Alpinas relationship with BMW has given fise to

a new concept-the ultrahigh p€rfomaace diesel lnkoduced at ihe

isgg Oen*a st o*. the nlpina D1O bi_luibo was dubbed the Super

alset, wirtr a top speeo ln excess ot 155 miles per hour' The D10

i."i',.d **"*n"*.,ion common rail tuel iniection and twin

tulbos with adjusiable iurbine seomeirv

a



rh€ 2oo2 lurbo ( loregroundt
and CSLcoupe sum up BMW
at its most aggressive 6nd

Ncrr l r  150.000 ot  t l ! '  brg redans and.oupe! $ere

frcduccd in r produ.tion .un rhar lasred I'om l96li
ro l9-- .  Th€ bigsen sel ler  \  as rhe l i (10.  r r i r l ,  t ) { ) .000

produc(d.  \h i le.oupe sal€s rorr lcd . f .uh 10.000.

d€s,en rhrr  s is c.sr  to produ.e,  meanr i l r t  r t . fg i fs
\crc good. B\IV-hr. t  entered rhe vi f tuour . i r r lc
\h.rr  ru. .€$ bree. ls tu. ther su. .ess.  rnd l , |of i  b. inqs M
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Rubber "splitlers onthetops ot the lendeB 
,

were sard lo aid aidlow butwere nol much nerp

when you wanted to wolkonthe engine

"vents'on the sides ol the wings are dummres
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