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SORTINGOUT THE CSLs
Blvlw built 1,000 "srandard, 3.O CSLs and 39 "Batmobites..

r i9ht? Wrong. In ract ,  there are many more "Batmobi les" rhan
you'd think, and the so-catted standard CSL came in three disrinct

The fnst ca B*an nounced in Ntay 1971_were real stripped -for
acnon road racers: thinner body pan€ts; no front bumoerl fibe._
glass rear bumper;  racins tatches on the hood; manuat windins
side windows. made trom plexistas;  and, of  cours€. the a ov-
skinned opening panets. att In the name of we,ghr reduction. BMW
even skimped on underbody.ust protection and sound deadeninq.
Alons with some drasticatly cheaper interior trim. inctuding thin
cafp€ts and lishtweishr Scheet bucket seats, 4OO pounds were
paired off the coupe. While the top speed wasn,t much affected,
acceleEtion was decisivety quicker. The suspension was stiffened
by gilstein gas shocks with advanced progressiv€{are springs,
and the wheels were far Atpi.a z-inch a oys wirh chrome wheel
arch €xtensions to keep rheh tegat. Btack accent stripes disrin-
suished the le,ghtgeDera/ from rhe standard CS/CS|. The com-
pany bui l t  169, al l  wi th tef t -hand dr ive.  Or jg ina|y f i t ted wi th the
2,985-cc carbureted in- l ine s ix,  g iv ins 180 horsepower,  a s l isht
bore increas€ in Augusr t9Z2 save 3,003 cc, which a owed rhe
CSL to slip into 3.0-titer Group 2 competition. At the sam€ time.

Bosch elecnonic injection reptaced rhe twin Zenith carbs. and
power rose to 200 hofsepower. Brochu.es of the time quote a car-
buretorled 3,003-cc eng ne too. Just over 5OO are reputed 10 have

The British-specificatjon right-hand-drive car was inrroduced
in the Unit€d Kingdom in Ocrober 1922 and came with an.RHD
City package'to appease lat-cat Brits who wanted the tishtweight
racer €che with none ot the discomtort. A|oy paners, cnrome
wheelarch ertensions, and bucket seats refiarned, butthe United
Kingdom CSL had proper bumpers,  undercoat ing and sound
deadening, standard coupe carpets, and even proper grass srde
windows, tinted and eteclrica y operated. power ste€fins (some-
lilhes with the standafd 3.0-tiier wheet. orheruise a sports a oy
spoked iob) rcturied too. as did softer CS suspension. The hood
could be unlocked from inside the stove box, as on the a _steel
CSL, althoush it was sri manua y propped rathe. than counter
balanced. Th€ Bfitish imporrers (a separare ope.ation from the
ractory in those days) took sOO CSLS and d.opped the o.dinary
CSial  th€ same t ime, reckoning that buyerc tookins for  the ut t i .
mate in BMW performance woutd take the tightw€ight, and tazy
drivers the automatic, ca.bufetorengin€d CSa. In fact, ihe CSt
\das a s low setter.  Pr ices were hish_more than an Aston or
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AN "RHD

' lhe ulti-

th€ CSL

Jensen-and not evervbodv liked ihe awkward_to_set-into Scheel

bucket seats or wanted to be boihered with the easilY damaged

arrov paners rrre CSi reappea'ed before long and the last of ihe

Bri t rcn batch ot  CSLs was sold in Auqust 1974

The 3.2 l i ter  CSL- 'Batmobi le '  to vou and me-was announced

in Ausust 1973 | t  was lef t_hand dr ive onlv and had a biqser 3 '2_

liter (;ctually 3,153-cc) 206_hoEepower engine to homolosate the

a4-millimeter skoke used on the 3 sliter works racins coupe' rt

was siill badqed 3O'liter'
The car;sed the lightweisht shell (initiallv available onlv in Po_

Larls silver or Chamonix white with optional moto6pod shipes) as

berore, with allov doors and bonnet, but-to take the weisht and

iownrorceortre rea wing-thetrunk lid was steelwith fittins forihe

spoiler. And yes, ihe spoiler (or rccing kit) was packed awav in the

vunk on cats sold in West Germanv where such appendages were

-ever lesal .  Thete was a oeep iont  spoirer '  a root hoop spoi ler  just

abovethe reawndow, a smal l l ip spoi ler  on the edgeofthe booi l id '

and rubber "splitters'on the ffont Jenders Lighter single-plate side

olass was used and-likethe previous Gelman-spec CSLs-"Baimo-

;iles'had lixed rear quarter wi'dows Manualsteeri'ig and Bilstein

ga5-pressure snocls wilh tnree altehalive level< ofhardness meant

that tne 3.2r ' ter  CSL d,dn t  4eed an ant i_rc l l  bat

Around 1oO ol these cars were built' but not all had their rac-

in9 kits fitt€d, and owners could optiorthe town kit with standard

rr.impere. softer suspenslon. and even air condiiioninq il requifed'

Thde was a last  batch-bui l t  in 1974-1975-of  unotf ic ia l  se_

ries two "Batmobiles" with minor difierences like a three_tin fear

bat_wins and a divels seat wiih an adiustable backrest Fiftv'six

of these were built
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For the collector, the
'Batmobi le" CSL is the
ultimate pfize. Only a
handlul were built usins the
"standard" CSL as a base
but with llamboyant
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to6port  {as to havc in mrnufa. tureG mrrket ing

p1ars.  The €xrent of  dodi f icar ions avai laL,L.  r (  !h is

rime rvas e!(cnsire, !nd anvone bclicring rhat the rac-

ing CSL ol  the nid ro lare l9 '0s bort  much relat ion

The CSI coupes i . i l ia l ly  were not strong.om

pcriror, bur airer de"elopment rhel beg.n to score

in EuroPe bI  19-3 ,nd larcr  in rhe

Unncd Srates. Both Alpinr and Schnitzer rrn coupes

of a showoff. Note the tlastic
bumpers and chrome wheel
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