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THE CARTHAT

50 YEARS AGO, BMW STARTED PRODUCTION OF THE BMW 700

RAISED NEW HOPES

start of production of the BMW 700 in the autumn of 1959 marked the beginning of a new era for BMW,

By Miklas Drochsler  Photos BAW AG

In the middle of the 19505, there was a g
gap between the lusunous and espensne VB
cylinder BMW models and the small bubble
car, the BMW Isetta, The economic boom in
thie 1950s - the so-called “Economic Miracla"
- L;-rr_ln_:,':]hl with It an iIncreasa in custormers, and
consequently an increased demand for a four-
gegted sutomobile, The development of & mid-
range BMW car seemed 1o be the answer, but
BMW lacked the necessary capital to be ahle
1o put the aimost fully-developed vehicle into
S aduction. &5 8 compromise, BMW came up
' “%ﬁl a lemporany solution: the BWW 600, How-
Byvar, it soon became evident thal this improved
Isetta was not going 1o achieva the de-
Wsired production volumes This: led to the devel-
opment of a new production senes, later des-
ignated as BAMW 700,
An explanation given by allenginesrs who were
then in charge of development descnbed the
starting signal for developing the BMW 700 as

hefore the company’s independence was secured after the memorable Annual General Meeting in 18959,
i 700 had already raised new hopes — as it turned out, deservedly so. The launch of the BMW 700
on the market that reflected the style of the time; contributed, by its excellent sales figures, to
on of the company; and laid the foundation for profitable, large-scale series production.

follows: “A1 tha time, the BMW Development
Davision was working at full capacity develop-
ing the engineanng features of the med-range
car, Thewefare, on 15 January 1955, the Chiet
Executve of the Board entrusied M Dengel
whio had good connections to both Mr Mich-

glott and the alian coachbuilder Vignale, 1o

develop the first prototype of & small car for the
700 Series
design”. Wolfgang Denzel was a BMW impoet-

class featuring conventional body

er and deaker in Austria, whers he had a small

design workshop for adapting BMW wahicles

according to customers’ requests, He had a
very good relationship with the then Chiaf Ex
ecutive of the Board of BAMW AG, D Heinrich

Richter-Brohm.

I1 was chear from the outset that BWMW was go-
ing to develop a four-seated coupe from which
& saloan version could then also be developed

At the end of July 1958, Denzel was already




abie 1o present 8 Mo hecrtny prototype

Or- 31 duly, the vehicle was presented
1o the Board and all executive stall who
were mvalved n the :'_:'ln;l.'l.| Thi expla
nation quoted earker commented on
this as fallows: 'On the whole, the vehi

cla made a mthel good Impression”

Hru-.t..e..-:—-r_ there remaned some a5
pacis that caused lively discussion. One

particularty controversial point was tha
"strong emphasis on the  overall 1tal-
iart design line, winch did not preserve
enauah BMW character”. The Board fur-
ther criticized that it was not clearwheth

arthe car introduced by Denzel was sup

posed 10 be 8 coupe OF & saloon. The

Board required that the coupe and the

saloon be very different i oroer st

fy the higher prce tag of the formes, Fus

thesmiore, thi By waanted the proguction il

the wehiche 10 be mare economical

Tln'_- Board decided to have BMW's da

partment for bodywork developmient pre-
pare alternative dralts for the coupéd and
the saloon, Thess new dralts were Lo fo-
cus on mone enonomical production and
an the intagration of more stylistic sie-
ments actentuating BMW's distinctive
character Howeves, thess drafts, desig-
nated "BMW 600 Coupé”, did not lead
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the Board decided "to further dew

Sonlaember 1958

the Denzelversion and to place his body
design on the cument BMW BOO chas-

ie with a wheelbase axtgnded to 2,10
The body of the BMW Coupa s
of course, 1o be designed in ac arclance

with the experlence BMW has ganed
regarding simplifying production”

The final design of the production m -
el was eventually specified in October
1958 and assigned the intemal de
ment number “Prototype 107", This de-
ciion laid the groundwork for BMWMWY 10
develop both the BMW 700 Coupé and
the BAMW 700 Saloon at mass-prodc-
fion levels in Munich
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Hidmut Rasper, BMW AG emploves,
owns a BMW T00 LS (1962),

OH 9 Jung 1959, the BAWMW 700 Coupé w
the press n Feldafing at Lake Stamberg, near Munich, The
light, efegant bodywork was powered by a motorcycle en-
gine, as were the BMW setta and the BAWW 600, The air
cooked, two-cylinder flat twin (Boxer) engine enlamed from
600 10 697 oo displacement delivered an output of 30 hp.
lhe engine was fitted behind the rear anle and featured
rear-wheel drive. The 700 Coupd adopted the semi-trailing-
am rear exle suspension which had been tred and 1ested
in the BAW 600, as well as further technical components
from the undercamage, drive unit, and transmission of thal
modal, An outstanding feature was the monocogque body,
which had its mass-production dabut in the BWW 700 and
reciuced the vehicla's waight 1o onky 640 kilograms.

S‘“\Z"‘J'v' after the BAMW 700 Coups had been presented
o the press, It was the BMW 700 Saloon's turn to hawe
its debut, In September at the LAA (International Motor
Show} In Frankiurt am Maln, Although the engineering
was identical to that of the sportier coupe, the four-seat-

ed saloon boasted a far more spacious interiar, Moreo

wel, with a price tag of DM 4,760 it was almost DM 600
cheaper than the coupe, which had extra features such
a5 heating. With steeper front and rear windscreens, as

wedl a5

e modified roof, the saloon was considerably
twager than the dynamic coupa, despite the two ha,
Identical bodies. With a total length of just 3.54 m,
BMW 700 can

rangernent, alowing for comfortable travel, even Tor sey-

ight the eve with s excellent space ar

aral passengers with lugoage. In February 1961, BMW
faunched an even-betler- eguipped husury version of the
BMW ¥00: the BMW 700 Luwaws. At the beginning of
1962, the first BMW 700 was superseded by the B

LS, featuring an extension of 32 cm in the wheelbase.

The car magazine Auta, Molar, Sport praised ils "sporty
termperarment” and distinctive road-holding., In 1959, the
mag

zing had alkeady commentad an a test drive of the
B 700 Coupe as follows: “A guite personal charac-
tenstic of the BMW 700 is its good handiing at corners,

which one might describe as eager comenng”

I addition to its driving guaditios, the BAMW 700 was also

praised for its advantageous power-lo-weight ratic of
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L A quite personal characteristic of the BMW 700
is its good handling at cormners,

which one might describe as eager cornering.
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Robert Betz, fund manages,
owns 2 BMW 700 Comertitile,
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anly 21 kg per hp, as well as the accel-
emtion values, which at tha time wer
very impressive lor a car of this siza.
The 700 Coupé accelesatad from O
1o 100 kph in 25.9 seconds, the 700
Spart in just 196 seconds. Today,

gven though 1 accelemtion val-

tional = no BMW needs longer than
10 seconds to accelerale to b2 mph

the BAMW 700 would still be con
sidered an efficient vehicle. Boasting

uas would not be considerad extel

a gas consumption of remarkably 47
miles per galion, the BMW 700 was,
compared 1o ils contemporary com

petitors, in a class of its own, This was
especialty true of the BMW 700 Sport:
saon after its debut at the Narburgring
race track in August 1961, its fans
micknamed i1 “the ittle fighter®, Back
in the early 60s it was a very popular
miotor sports model, invelved in some
exciting duels on the racetrack against
competitors such as Steyr-Puch and
Abarth, Thanks to an increased com-
pressi ratin, a more d}'ﬁ.i_if'llll' D

ghaflt, and a Sobes fwin-Carburgtion
system, the two-cylinder flat twin en-
gine now boastad 40 hp. This sport-
ing package was completed wath an
optional sports gearbax and a harder
gquspension with firmer dampers and
an anti-roll tarsion bar, A surcharge of
meraly DM 550 over the price of the
corventional BMW 700 Coupe mada
it an attractive offer. In January 1963,
tha 700 Sport was renamed BAMW
700 CS, The same enging Wis 260
fitted Into the BMW 700 Conwert-
bie, featuning a body designed by the
coachbuilder Baur that was in produec
tion from 1961 1o 1964,

Soon after the first coupés had beft the
production line in July 1959, it becams
clear that B bad made the nght de-
cision with the BAMW 700, In 1960,
BRI sotd more than 35,000 units and
the BMW 700 accounted for almost 60
per cent of the compary’s total lum-
over, As a mesult of the great demand,
customens had 1o wait several months

for their car to be delvered. In coun-




ines wath high enport duties on auto
mabiles BAMW only delvered assem-
oy kits 10 assembly plants; this was
now the BAAW 700 came to be built
n Belgum, laly, Argenting, and srael
5, BMW had prodt

18B,127 units of this productior

ced | total of

l

the end o ey, the BAMW 700 suc-
cessiully led the comparny through and

ol of the cnses of 1959,

D-‘-'H'-r.-» all the success the BMW
700 had achigved, a cartain hint of bit
tarmess remained, The car magazine
Auto, Motor, Sport conceded a point

o those BAMW development engi

neess who, althouwgh appreciating the
BRW 700 and aware of the compa-
my's limited possibdities at that time,

would have B

d 10 see a four-
syimder m-line engine in that mod-

gl Im the issue 21/1959 the magazine

wrates: "One might actually wish far this
exzellently designed Coupe to feature
an engsna hEaving more than two cylin

ders, In view of the particular situation

Karl Goeb, former BMW AG employee,
owvns i BV 700 Comortibile {1964)

of the company this will, however, e

miain weshiul thinking: characienzed by

the typical twvo-cylinder engine rhytim

and coaling-fan noise, it will alw

EYS Ie

Kl to the small car ¢

main b
least much more 50 han those Suc-

cessiul four-cylinders of this class with

thewr entire automobile characler look-

g wp roare than down®,

OI ce agasn this highlighled that t

BMW 70D was not really capable o

filling the big oap between Hh :
miodels and the small car class. De
spiter all its success, the BMW 70C
had merely affrmed that BMW real

Iy neeadad o a -l 1, me-

dium-sized saloon car to its mode

*REMH ot this

range. The first reg
"MWew Class" was the BAMW 1500

presaented at the 188 n 1961




