»— Alpina Special

This 1988 B10 3.5 is based on the kind of 535i you can see anywhere,
complete with a strong M30 engine that will not break

B10 3.5. It's based on the kind of 5351 you can
see anywhere, complete with a strong M30
engine that will not break. About the worst
you might find is a dicky camshaft which the
sensibile would replace with an eguivalent
Schrick or Piper. And maybe the head gasket
might go, but it's a standard BMW gasket and
changing it is the same weekend nuts-and-
bolts job as any other 535i. Shock absorbers
are Bilsteins which you can buy from Euro
Car parts, and although Alpina exhausts
aren’l cheap, you'll get a custom system
made for less than the cosl of a genuine one.

So, despite its Bi-Turbo looks and 150
mph pace, the Alpina B10 is, in my book;
the ultimate useable 5-Series, You can buy
a clean one for £4500 and run it on a real-
world budget.

The story of the Alpina begins with this
very car, as it is build plague number B10
3.5/1, which means il's the first one that
Sytner sold. The E34 5-5eries replaced the
E28 in January 1988 with a UK launch the fol-
lowing June. Brilish cars came without a cal-
alyst but all German-market cars had one to
meet new German ermissions regulations
that came into force in January 198%. The E34
B10 as built by Alpina and Sytner at the end
of 1988 took the recipe from the previous E28
B10 and transferred it to the new, heavier

shell. The engine was based on the 3430cc
M30 big six, as used in the M535i, 635C5i and
735 frarn late 1982, and added a gas-flowed
head wilh opened-out chambers and ports,
bigger inlet valves, higher compression
Mahle pistons plus a spiky cam and beller
exhaust system.

Power was 240 bhp in the E28, but the
catalyst fitted to all German market E34 B10s
and the later British ones was down ta 254
bhp. Tarque dropped by 15 IbffL to 225 IbLIL

Non-catalyst cars like this early one still
had the full 260 bhp, however, which means
a maximum speed of over 150 mph and a 0-
&0 time in the high sixes, performance which
is very close to the 3.6-litre M5,

Although marginally slower than the previ-
ous B10, the new cne handled a lot better
than the previous E28 — well, maybe not bet-
ter, but safer on the limit. The E28 was fram
the tail-out school of maotoring and many 5-
Series owners felt that, as nice as the new car
was, it wasn't as electric as the old M535i
which used to feel almaost savagely fast,

As usual, Alpina had a well-known per-
formance spring manufacturer wind some
coils and Bilstein made the dampers which
were those from the 535 Spart with a little
bit more stiffness on the rebound. Anti-roll
bars were thicker loo and the resull was a
superb-handling car which even today is
quite sormething. Electronic driver aids are all
very well but the serious driver believes they
take something away.

Wheels were still the classic 20 spokes
but were raised in size from the E28's 14
inch diameter to 17 inches with 8.5 inch
wide front wheels wearing 235/45 tyres and
9.5 inch wide rears with massive 265/40s.
Retaining the standard 5351 sport bodykit,
the new B10 was further marked out by the
special Alpina instruments and steering
wheel, plus the side stripes and badges. Oh,
and an LSD as well.

The story of Craig Sterry’s B10 Is quite a
simple one, for he only bought it at the >
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Tech Spec

Engine

Alpina 260 hhp 3430cc engine, standard M30
but with bigger inlet valves in reworked head,
Mahle high compression pistons, tubular
exhaust manifold and free flow exhaust plus
remapped ECU

Transmission
Five-speed Getrag overdrive gearbox and
limited slip differential

Suspension

Standard 535i but with revalved Bilstein
dampers, shorter, harder springs and fatter
anti-roll bars

Brakes
Standard 535i

Wheels & Tyres

20-spoke Alpina wheels, 17 inch diameter, 8.5
inch wide fronts with 235/45 Fulda Extremo
tyres, 9.5 inch rears with 265/40 tyres

Body
Standard B10 with Sport bodykit and Alpina
front spoiler

Interior

Grey cloth trim with electric Recaro seats,
Alpina steering wheel and gearknob, plus
Alpina instruments and build plaque
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By Alpina standards the interior of this BIO is restrained with just the trademark wheel, dials and gearknob.



Alpin_q_s

AL

] aint and a black
driven,” h = handli ar back to new condition.
and it ¢ i ; ] ' ient with ¢z en | want
nt it done yesterd:
is bodywork done the

just driving it about for the hell of it,
had to wait a fe more. It's rea
ened my ¢ iving,” says Craig.
Yes, 15 years on and an old Alpina can
do that to mortal man — surely the best
g some advert there i

WA, Soupe
TV= and HiFi sy
and Vision in Swansea. Be

< s looking
for a good 520i,” he i ided an M5
front spoiler and M suspension Lo it a A

as Brey 3 a manual version

ealt a hand
on, eBay, whe
never made its reserve. t 1y
C and after the auction had fin-
it him a mail asking if |

l'd always [ancie

nd when he told me the build
plagque number — Number One — | just had
to have il.”

But what does t ink of th

Overrated M5 imposter? Or just a jurmped-up

OCTDEER D3




