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To the remorest coners otthe carth with the
BMW R 12OO GS.

speeds on or off-road. Thanks io thefirsf
time us€ ofa counterbalanced crankshaft
rn a 8oxer, the engine generates ess
vrbraton than its predecessors, despite
the larger cylinder capacity. Eng ne man
agement is handled by BMS-K dgital
enqne electronrcs, whose most mpor-
tant features are ful ly sequent ial  fuel
injecton, ntegrated knock control and a
swifter processing of extensive sensor
srqna s usrng the most up{o-date micro-
electronics. The doube igni t ion ntro-
duced nto al larg€r Boxer engines n
2003 has been further improved. An

important facior for onq-distance irav-
e lers is that the engine, thouqh tuned for
supergrade !n eaded petrol ,  wi l l  happiy
run on nonna fuel without any manual
adjLrstment. On th€ question of fuel con-
sumption n general ,  this has been
reduced by eight perceni compared wth
earler modes, whle power output and
torque have been raised bynearly 18 per-

The pr nciple underly ng the chasss
has not been abandoned, though the
lrarne is new and every detai has under-
gone modficat ion and weght opt imrza-
tion. A striking feature of the Pamlever is
thatthetorque svut is now located above
the suspension arm, wh ch gives greater
clearance and, moreove[ affords better
protection to the strut from damaqe on
difficult terrain. Externallytoo, the cS has
a n€w face: carefu alterations to the
asymmetr ical  doube head arnp and a
w ndshield that can be adjusted to any of
five postions without tools lend the R
1200 GS its unmisiakable appearance.

The sports endurance bike

In Apri l  2005, th€ younqest offspr ing of
the GS familywas presented to the pub-
ic.  The designat ion s short  and sweet
and does not real ly f  t  n w th the trad -

t onal BMW nomenclature. B[,4W HP2 is
the snappy name of the model, wh ch
sums up i ts sal ient features: "HP"
stands for "high performancei 'and the
"2" indicates the f la l twin €ngine.

w th the l -1P2, BMW has, forthef i rst
tirne, freed a generally marketed molor
cycle from the design constraints of
mass product on. True to the motto'by
profess onal enthus asts for profession.
al  enthusiasts",  a dedicated team oI
engineers and mechanics, al  of  them
mad aboul endurance r iding, have
developed a veh cle for purists which s
nonetheless equrpped with technicaly
soph sticated features. Yet the HP2 s to
be only the first representative of an
upcom ng new category oi motorcyce
Though HP motorcycles wi l l  make use
of product ion models as a basis,  they
wi l  set themselves cleary apart  f fom
them through an uncompro'nising inler-
pretat ion of their  in iended purpose, a
consrstent orentat on towards sporl !
and a range of exclusiv€ feat!res.

The HP2 takes the R 1200 GS as i ts
bas s. However, except for the on-board
electr ics, amost al l  components have
been newly developed or at least modi
fied. In addition, an extensive test pro-
qramme was designed which, n addit ion

Everye.durance rders dream: tackl ing lh€ deserton the powe.futB[4W R j j50cS.
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i25years of success: technical data on the GS range.
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The BMW F 650 GS with matching rallyoltft

to the usua test-bed runn ng and drves
on BMW's test ing grounds, inc uded tr i -
als in extremely hot or cold countries,
autobahn runs at ful l thrott le,  and part ic-
ipat ion in the Baja Calfornia raly.

The resut is the sport iest BMW
Enduro there has ever been. Kerb
weightstandsat 175 kg, and even with a
ful  tankthe HP2 weighs in atwel under
four hundredwe ght.  Cornpared with the
R 1200 GS, engine output has been
modest ly increased to 105 bhp (77 kW),
though not at the expense of torque,
wh ch st l l  measures a maxirnum of 115
Nm at 5,500 rpm. Since the HP2 is
chief y designed for cross-country
sports use, the engine has todowithout
a counterbalanced crankshaft for rea-
sons of weight.  And s nce the HP2 has
no luggage space, i t  was possibe lo
shorten the exhaust system and make I
two kg lghter.

The chassis has been developed
ent irey from scratch, and ncorporates
25 years'  exper ence of endurance r id-
ng and the knowedge gained n the
North Afr ican desed with the R 900 RR
between 1999 and 2001. The layout of
the space frarne is c osely mode led on
the R 900 RR. Front wheel sLispension
s provided byate escopicfork, s incefor
a suspension pay of 270 mm the
Tele ever design does not make sense.
The fork, with a stanchion diarneter of
45 nm, has trave -dependent dampinq.
The pu land push stages can be adjusC
ed separately.  The pr incpe of ihe
Paralever swinqing arrn on the rear

Unveiled in Apri 2005: Bl\/W HP2, the sport-
iesl Endlro ever
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wheel has been retained, though newly
designed for the HP2r the new Para ever
- 30 mm longer than n the GS - s a
welded consiruct on of high-strength,
forqed l iqhlal loyshe ls,which wi l  stand
up to the toughest cross-country condi
t  ons. The suspension strut on the rear
wheel is a world f rst in motorcyc e con-
struct ion; a ful ly pneumatic sprng-
oafiprng sysrem,

The front brake - a semiJloaling
single-disc brake with a th ckness of
ony 4,5 mm - s a new development.
The rear-wheel s inge disc brake has
been adopted from the GS. For the
cross-spoke wheels measurng 1,85" x
21 (f iont)  and 2.5"x 17 (rear) B[4W
developed, jo nt ly with the lMetzeler
company, a new tubeless h gh-perform-
ance cross-country tyre. As a specia
accessory for the predominant ly off-
road r der, a rnotocross style of tyre with
a hiqh proport ion of negat ve prof i le is
offered. This too arose from the cooper-
at on beiween B[4W and Metze er.

Nocompromises

The design ofthe tank, sadd e and con-
trols has been restrcted to essent ials
and is adapted to the ergonomic needs
of endurance r idng, where the rder
spends a lot  of  t ime stand ng up. Th,A
13-l i t fe fue tank of sem -transparent
and knock-proof plast ic is comp etely
new lt s bedded between the upper
fiame tubes and covered with a ight

p ast ic shie d. In the HP2 the tank area
and saddle are given a part icular ly s n
shape. There are numerous nnovatons
in po nts of detai l  that might hardly be
notced, such as the footbrake peda,
which can be adapted without toos to
the posit ion of the foot by means of a

Al l in a l theHP2 sthe mosi lncom-
prom sing al{errain product ion Boxef
motorcycle there has ever been. The
high-qualty mater ials,  the outsland fg
ov€ral l  qualt ies and, not least,  rhe com-
paratvely ow product ion volume have
natura lyenough, had an impacton prc-
ing: the basic HP2 wl l  have a pr ice tag
of around 16,000 euros when it reaches
showrooms in aLrtumn 2005,

Even before ts launch on the maf-
ket,  top internat ional r iders are ining i t
up on the gr id at var ious races in Europe
and the USA.

And that neat y completes the cir.
c e. For at the beginning of the Enduro
success story t  was only the enthus-
asm of a few BN/W specia ists for off-
road racing which gave the impetus for
the f i rst  big volume-produced
endurance tourer, And even today, wth
the HP2, i t  has been the same kind of
enthusiasts whose passion has brouqhl
a fantast ic product up to a rnarketabe
staius. Just as in the past,  i t  wi l l  be the
toLrgh ovedand sports events in wh ch
the BI\ ,4W endurance machine wi l  show
a clean pair of hee s to its competitors



Fa.lelt Dr.wi.q ofthe frame of the BMW R
1150 GS and, nextto i t  rhe BNtw R 1200 GS
wth |rs Paraleverplaced overhead.

as wel l  as measur ng i tse f  against ts
ownslandards. The start  has been h qh
ly promis nf, .  In the " l ror Road Prolog"
of lhe Erzberg Rodeo n Austra, Fnn sh
dder S mo Kirssi look overal lv ictory in a
feld of over 1,000 starters.  With 3rd
pkce for J immy Lewrs and 5th for
Chrstian Pfeiffer, another two BMW r d-
ersmade t  intoihe top p acinqs.

Forthejubi lee year -  a cS to sui t
every nder
25 years have passed s nce the aunch
ol the BN,4w R 80 G/S, the frst  bg

endurancc lourer ever.  In that qualteF
century thrs seqment of the word nrar
ket has grown tremendously,  and BMW
as the p onecr has with each ncw model
set the standard for an unprecedented
harmon ous synthes s oi  of f- foad and

Today, BMW has f ive Enduros n the
range. There's the R 1200 GS al
rounde! the f i f th-generat on successor
to the or iginal  G/S of 1980. clobe
trotters wi l l  f ind in the R 1150 cS
Adventure the r iqht machine for long,
distance journeys even beyond the

reaches oi  c iv i lzat on. In th s annivor
saryyear,  t  can a so be boughtasa spc
cia "25 Years of thc GS" mode, with
equ pment nc udinq heated handgrips,
a drver informal on display, an EndLro
gearbox with a short f rst gear, thc par
taly integrated BIVIW Motorrad ABS,
whitc brnkers, a large tank (30 l i t rcs)
ano an engrne protcct on guard. t
comes with attract ive spec a painiwork
in A p ne white matte, b Lre and grey.

For begrnners, there are the two sin
gle-cyinder modes, the F 650 GS and
the F 650 GS Dakar.  And with the HP2,
8MW has pl t  on wheels the u t  mate
spo(s endurance bike with a wealth of
ra y experience. Thanks to ths wel l -
rounded range of mode s and its pride n
25 years ofachievement, BMW Motorrad
can look wrth optimism into the future of
the Enduro nrarket.

Evsnon l l ro louqhcsl  tctr . i r r  tho HP2 s ! f  k. ly to mrko l i focasyfor ts rvnts


