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The BMW 3200 Michelott iVignale

ByKaiJacobsen

The t.linn dcsgner sta cd to g ve serous thought to croatrng an

a ternat ve body for thc BIVIW 507 n 1957. By late July that year he

had complcted rn in t aldraft, wh ch provcd to beveryclosc to the

fnalvers of of the cat At the lirne, Michcloth had an lmirge of h s

new modc rs n coLpe. n September T95B he purchascd BIVIW

507 chassis no. 70184 throuqh talian BMW impo(cr Casa

del'Automobil, owned by Alessandro Pao ni & Fqlio Assemblv

work began on Bth Septembor lg5S nnd thc chassis was dcliver

edto l . lyon I  l th September 1958.
The boLly created by Micheotti hJd cofsilerabv sharpar

edges thrn the BN/W 507 and wore ts ltalian nfuences on ts

seeve. Aody construclion was entrlslad to N,4odenir based

coachbu dor Sergio Scag atti, who h.d akoady made. namc lor

hmself  wi th hs work for  Enzo Ferrar.  Thc body was than

ntroduced to the chassrs at the Catrozzcria Alfredo Vignalc

compafy in Turin The lerr of the hard top roadster reca lad the

hind qurrtcrs ofthe BMW 700 Coupe, aso penned by M chclott

Andtha same reaFerd lines made anothar appearance in 1961 n

the Vl chc ottidesigred Tr umph TR 4.
Tha BIMW 3200 Miche ottiVigna e wdrt on d sp dyfor the f rst

time at lho Turin lvlolor Show hed fro r 31st October to 1]th

Novemba' 1959. As lha press reported, t was 15 m on lire

{10 09u dcutschmarks) cheaper than a stafdard BIMW 507, which

cost 7.222 mi l ion rc(DM48,619)n ta lyat thetme ThcBMW

507was certarnly rathermore affordab eforcustome|s n Germanv,

whero t was prced at a conrparativey modest DM 31,700
(ncludnq a coupe hard top). Frcnr there, the trailofths extremelv

rare model ran cod. ndeed, i t  wasn' t  unt  21st Apr l  1986 that

f,4cheolti's creat on ro emerged at the auction houso Ch ristie's

An Amercan, Oscar Davs, put up the winnrng bid of f50,760
(DM 169 234, lnc uding sLrchalge)al the sa e in Beaul ieLr iosecure

the pLrrchaseofa carthaihad only 10,3T 5 krlometrcs on ihe c ock

According to the auct on cataogue, the car had been under ihe

ownershp of the Earl of Chichester behdeen 1980 and 198tj

Rrr . hcfuty: the tlMW 3200 M chelorti V ! frl. s r qef lirrc of.!olf

Chrstc's put a gu de pricL'oi f25,000 35,000 on thc d st nctivc,

reddish-brown meta c BMW and was pleasantly surpr sed whcn

r. ' , . r ,9 dhJro\ 'o rw,  ̂ r l \ low" 
a,d. \ rn ' l '

Car cnlhusast Davis, whoso colleclion are.dy ifcludod il

slandard BIMW 507, two BMW328 Roadsters and various Ferrars,

Lancias and BLgattis, had his unique new purchase restored irnd

repainted in red. In 2001, the BMW 3200 t\4ichcoll Vignale was

acquted by tho Backhawk Colleclion based n Danv la, Californin

Then, in Augusl2004, itwas discovered byBMW Mobile Tradrtion

workshop manager Klaus Kutscher at Pebble Beach, Ca forn a

with a "For Sale" sgn n tha w ndow Kutscher quickly notfied

fi4iche ! rt s d.awif! of rhe 3200 l,/] chc otl viqna e, 1 957

BMW Mob e Tndition boss Holger L.pp oI h s discovery rn.l the

dacison to buy was made without fLrther ado. The Bnckhawk

Collecton soon rccc ved a satisfactory otfer and, by the ancl oi

2004, the carwas on ts wayio Mwich. Between T986 and 2004,

the BMW 3200 Michclorti vignal-. covercd jLst 550 k omatres.
This extraordinary one-otf car made ts debut appeaEncc on

Goman soil at the Techno Classica viftage car show n Essen n

April 2005, wherc it ned up a ongside a BMW 507 prolotype, and

was on display once again forthe Concorso d'Eleqanza he il at the

Villa d'Este estale laterthat month.
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Prototypes and anniversaries

ByL.ladin Lohr

t  is the contrasts between an OpeL
Cornmodore, a swsh 1930s Rol ls-
Royce and a BMW 501 thai have always
def ined the unque ambence of  the
Techno C ass ca in Essen. Once aga n,
lhe previous yeafs stal ist ics were
surpassed. Over the same exh bi t ion
area ol  110,000 square metres, ths
yeafs show featured more than 1,000
exh bi tors.  Around 2,000 exh b ts were
on disp ay spread across 19 ha ls:  c ear
evidence rhat the Techno C assica
remains the argest event of its k nd in

n 2005, the BIVIW stand in Ha |  12
once again proved the main al tract ion
for overs of historic veh cles. The two
annversaries "BMW and lhe 1950s"
and "30 years of the BMW 3 Seres"
provide the sland with a wealth of

interesi ing exh bts,  many praviously
unpubl ished or iginal  pholoqraphs and
rare documents. N,4any current mol i fs
from the communicai ion campaiqn on
the theme of "30 years of the BIVIW 3
Ser es. Unequal ed r  ght f rom the start ."

Based on ihe anniversaries of the
launch of the BMW 507 and the BIMW
lsetta, aMW Mobile Traditon focused on
th s key decade Jor the company. The
BIMW 501 marked the resum ption of auto-
mob le prodlcton afterthe Second World
War n 1952. The popular i ty of ihe
"Baroque Ange " was fuitherenhanced by

Ho qer Lapp, DrectorofBN4W l/lobile
Trad tion, opened the eventfocusing on

'BMW and the 1950s" arthe
Techno C assica 2005.

the telev s on ser ies " lsar 12" in which i t
p ayed a leading role as a polce patrolcaL

Tha BMW 50T and ts "ssier
mode " 502 manlfactued in the eary
T950s wara too expensive for the mass
market and fai led to generate the ant ic -
pated success. The prevousy pros-


